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How I Chose My Topic
I chose my topic because it goes with this year’s theme,

“Communication in History: Key to Understanding.” Philip Johnston came
up with a solution to help America during WWII. The solution was to use
the native language from the Navajo Indians to communicate important
battle needs to friendly troops in battle while the Japanese couldn’t
understand what was going over the radio.

How I Conducted My Research
When I saw this topic I wanted to do it because it was about WWII

and I knew very little about the Navajo Code Talkers. When I started the
first thing I did was to look for sources about my topic to find facts and take
notes. I was mainly looking for important names, dates, events, and places
to put in my paper. One of my best sources was the book Code Talker: The
first and only memoir by one of the original Navajo code talkers of WWII by
Chester Nez.

Why I Selected a Performance and How I Created My Project
I chose a performance because I like acting and I enjoy challenges so

I can find what I’m good and bad at. The first thing my teacher made me do
was to create a research paper on my topic. I decided to base my script on
the experiences of one Navajo Code Talker, Chester Nez.  When I wrote
my script I wanted to talk about Chester Nez’s youth, how the code was
created, and Chester Nez’s war experiences as a Navajo Code Talker. For
my costume, I borrowed an authentic World War II Marine uniform from our
local museum. For state I used the information I was given to improve my
performance with my voice, memorization, and more acting.

How My Topic Relates to the NHD Theme
My topic relates to the theme because the Navajo language was used

to create the Navajo Code to transmit messages between Marines in the
Pacific theater.  The Japanese could not understand the code. In fact, the
Navajo Code was the only military code in history that was never broken.
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NHD PERFORMANCE COMPANION WORKSHEET 
 

Purpose: Submitted with your process paper and annotated bibliography, this worksheet will help judges 
understand your performance’s background, costumes, and props. 
 
 Instructions: Please complete this worksheet with information relevant to your project.  

● There is an 11 page limit: 2 pages for performance information, overall scenario, and characters and 3 
pages per section for background, costumes, props. 

● The overall word count for this worksheet should not exceed 1,270 words.  
● All student text in this worksheet must be in a 12 point font.  
● Times New Roman, Arial, or Calibri fonts accepted. 
● Remove sections if they are not applicable to your performance. 
● Photos should be taken by the students and reflect the actual elements of your performance. Students can 

appear in the photos in this worksheet. No photo citations are necessary on this worksheet.  
● Paperwork order: Title Page, Process Paper, Companion Worksheet, Annotated Bibliography  
● A script is not required for your submission. 

 
 
 

PERFORMANCE INFORMATION 
Project Title  Navajo Code: Causing Misunderstanding for the Japanese 

Student Name(s) Jonathan Strand 

Division/Category Junior Division 

Performance 
Runtime 8:55 

Performance 
Companion 
Worksheet Word 
Count (starting with 
the performance overall 
scenario box; should not 
exceed 1,270 words) 

236 words 

Thesis 
Between 1942-1945, the Pacific Ocean and the west coast could have been under 
Japanese control, but the Navajo Code was a safe way for the U.S. Marines to send and 
receive messages without treat of the Japanese breaking the code. 

Performance 
Recording Link https://youtu.be/7aYnJrMRuUg 
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PERFORMANCE OVERALL SCENARIO 
Story Setting(s)- 60 Word Limit 

Where does the performance take place?  

This performance takes place in the home of Chester Nez.  He is talking about his life with a journalist who 
wants to write about his experiences as a Navajo Code talker. 

Timeframe- 60 Word Limit 
When does the performance take place? 

This takes places after July 26, 2001 when Chester has been given the Congressional Gold Medal by President 
George W. Bush.  Chester is reflecting upon his life, from his birth in 1921 up through the present moment, late 
July 2001. 

Story Synopsis - 100 Word Limit 

Chester tells about his life, especially focusing on his experiences in helping create the Navajo Code and 
serving in World War II. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHARACTER 
Remove rows as needed. 

Character Name Actor Description/background for the character 
10 Word Limit per Character 

Chester Nez Jonathan Strand One of the original 29 Navajo Code talkers 
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PERFORMANCE BACKGROUND 
 

Over the next 3 pages, provide photos and descriptions of your performance background. Please 
remove any scenes that don't apply to your performance.  

 
 

BACKGROUND BY SCENE 
Scene # 1 

Photo 
Photo Size should be 3x3 maximum 

Description 
What is the purpose of the background in this scene? 

50 Word Limit 

 Chester is sitting in a chair beside a table.  He also 
has a suitcase containing artifacts from his life. 
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PERFORMANCE COSTUMES 
 

Over the next 3 pages, provide photos and descriptions of your performance costumes. Please 
remove any scenes that don't apply to your performance.  

 
 

COSTUME(S) BY SCENE 
Scene # 1 

Photo 
Photo Size should be 3x3 maximum 

Description 
What is the purpose of the costume in this scene? 

50 Word Limit 

 Chester is wearing an authentic Marine uniform 
from World War II. 
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PERFORMANCE PROPS 
 

Over the next 3 pages, provide photos and descriptions of your key performance props. Please 
remove any scenes that don't apply to your performance.  

 
 

KEY PROP(S) BY SCENE 
Scene #1  

Photo 
Photo Size should be 3x3 maximum 

Description 
What is the purpose of the props? 

50 Word Limit 

 

He is sitting beside a suitcase containing a bar of 
brown soap, a photo of a Navajo boy and his sheep, 
a Navajo Code “cheat sheet,” a World War II 
helmet, and a Congressional Gold Medal 
certificate.  Chester pulls each object out of the 
suitcase and refers to these objects while telling his 
story. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Annotated Bibliography

Primary Sources

Nez, Chester, and Judith Schiess Avila. Code Talker : The First and Only Memoir by One of the

Original Navajo Code Talkers of WWII. Berkley Caliber, New York, 2011.

I learned about Chester Nezes life.

Vogel, Clayton B. “Enlistment of Navajo Indians.” Received by The Commandant U.S. Marine

Corps, Camp Eliot, 6 Mar. 1942, San Diego, Calafornia.

This is  the letter that Clayton B. Vogel sent to the Marine Corps explaining why Navajo

should be used as a code. The Navajo Indian tribe is the only tribe that was not infested

with German students trying to learn their language.

Secondary Sources

Billison, Samuel. “Navajo Code Talkers Are Finally in Limelight.” The New York Times, 29 Aug.

2019, pp. page 1-page 1.

I learned that the Navajo code talkers join together once a month to connect with each

other or to see their old comrades.

Donovan, Bill. “The Navajo Times .” The Navajo Times, usmcronbo.tripod .com/id57.htm.

I learned about the code and WWII.

McClain, S. Navajo Weapon: the Navajo Code Talkers. Rio Nuevo Publishers, 2002.

Thanks to the book Navajo Weapon I learned lots on the battles the Navajo fought in and

who the code talkers were.



“Memorandum Regarding the Enlistment of Navajo Indian.” National Archives,

www.archives.gov/education/lessons/code-talkers#documents.

I learned about the background of General Vogel's letter to the Marine Corps saying we

should have Navajo Indians come up with a code. I learned that on February 28, 1942

Philip Johnston and 4 Navajos met Major, General Vogel and Major Jones in Camp Elliot

to demonstrate that the Navajo code is faster than what they have been using.

“Navajo Code Talkers .” Navajo Code Talkers, U.S. Navy, 21 Feb. 2017.

I learned what islands the Navajo Code Talkers fought on and how many code talkers

there were.

Navajo Code Talkers Join the Guadalcanal Battlefield,

ww2today.com/23rd-november-1942-navajo-code-talkers-join-the-guadalcanal-battlefield

I learned about the Shackle code, the artillery , and the battle.

Navajo Code Talkers, 21 Feb. 2017, www.factmonster.com/navajo-code-talkers.

I learned it was Philip Johnston's idea to use the Navajo language as a code because it is

so difficult for other people to understand. I also learned that by 1945 about 540 Navajos

served as Marines. It took a long time before the Navajo Code Talkers were recognized

for their service.

Wendorf, Marica. “75 Years after VJ Day, The Legacy Of the Navajo Code Talkers.” The Legacy

of the Code Talkers, 20 Aug. 2020.

I learned about the recognizing ceremonies for the Navajo Code talkers.


