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When I knew this year's theme, breaking barriers, I was excited and curious about what I 

would research. At first, I had trouble finding a topic I was truly motivated to research. It was 

reaching September and I was desperate for my topic. I searched for a history podcast, and found 

one solely on important women. I listened to a few episodes, and one of the episodes really had 

me intrigued. The episode was about Corazon Aquino. I loved her story and I knew that it was 

what I wanted to research for this year. 

 

My initial research began by looking for the basic overall information to give the story I 

listened to more historical depth. Websites such as Britannica helped me complete this part of the 

research. After that, I found many newspapers from the time period about the conflict. The 

research and resources online were very helpful. I used newspaper databases and the web to find 

primary sources. My most important source was the Official Gazette of the Philippines. It had 

many primary sources that you could find from it. Other than the primary sources, I also found 

some very helpful and insightful secondary sources that gave me a good overview of the events 

that happened. 

  

This year I chose to do a performance as my category for various reasons. First off, I 

have done three performances in the past so I already had an idea of how to write and put 

together a performance. Secondly, I believe that a performance is the best way to depict Corazon 

Aquino’s story and her journey to presidency. I split the work into three parts: the script of my 

performance, the process paper, and the annotated bibliography. In addition to this, I was 



constantly reworking and reediting the script, finding ways to tell the story in a way that made 

the most sense and stayed historically accurate.  

 

While I am excited to do a performance again, I am ecstatic about my topic. Corazon 

Aquino broke the barrier of Ferdinand E. Marcos’ dictatorship in the Philippines. After 

Ferdinand E. Marcos put the country under martial law in 1972, he arrested Ninoy Aquino, 

Corazon’s husband. Ninoy continued his political career under his wrongfully accused arrest. In 

1980 Cory and her children accompanied Ninoy in the United States. Three years later, Ninoy 

decided to move back to the Philippines. When he got off the plane after landing in the 

Philippines, he was assassinated. This was when Corazon Aquino knew that Marcos had to be 

stopped. She said this, "We had to present somebody who was the complete opposite of Marcos, 

someone who has been a victim. Looking around, I may not have been the worst victim, but I 

was the best-known." She ran for president and with the help of the EDSA People Power 

Revolution, won the election and broke the barrier of dictatorship in the Philippines.  
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Aquino, Beningo. “Jabidah! Special Forces of Evil?.” Speech, March 28, 1968. Transcript. 

Official Gazette. 

https://www.officialgazette.gov.ph/1968/03/28/jabidah-special-forces-of-evil-by-senator-

benigno-s-aquino-jr/. 

 

This was a speech given by Beningo Aquino Jr. attacking President Ferdinand E. Marcos. 

In this article he exposed one of Marcos’ plans code named, “Jabidah”. I used this as a 

primary source that Aquino often ridiculed Marcos’ way of government.  
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September 18, 1986. Transcript. Iowa State University. 
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This was a speech given by Corazon Aquino to the United States Congress, explaining 

her story to her presidency. This gave me a look at the story through her perspective.  

 

Benigno Aquino, Jr. Photograph. Wikipedia. 



https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/6f/Ninoy_Aquino_3.jpg. 

 

This was a photograph of Corazon Aquino’s husband, Benigno “Ninoy” Aquino, Jr. I 

used 

this as a visualization.  

 

“Corazon Aquino Named Time Magazine’s Woman of the Year.” AP News. Last modified 

December 27, 1986. Accessed August 28, 2019. 

https://apnews.com/615a8ab52c097ace6095f72d38819ece. 

 

This was an article released by AP News announcing that Corazon Aquino was named 

TIME Magazine’s Woman of the Year. I found this important to illustrate the importance 

of what Corazon Aquino did for her country, and the world.  

 

Fineman, Mark. “Marcos-Era Gold Reported Missing : Philippines Tracing Flow of Millions in 

Bullion, Cash and Illegal Profits.” Los Angeles Times, March 16, 1986. 

https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1986-03-16-mn-26520-story.html 

 

This article directly states that Marcos took hundreds of millions of dollars from the 

Philopino government. This put the Philippines in a terrible financial state.  

 

L., Edward. “The Roots of the Philippines’ Economic Troubles.” The Heritage Foundation. 



Last modified May 31, 1984. Accessed August 28, 2019. 

https://www.heritage.org/asia/report/the-roots-the-philippines-economic-troubles. 

 

This was an academic article explaining the effects of the worsening economy. It explains 

how the economy drew to civilian’s demonstrations.   

 

“Marcos, Aides Accused of Embezzling $5 Billion.” Los Angeles Times. April 17, 1986. 

https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1986-04-17-mn-446-story.html. 

 

This article explains that the amount stolen from the government was estimated to be five 

billion dollars. This shows how Marcos completely ruined the economy for his own 

affairs.  

Marcos Clark Air Base. March 14, 1979. Photograph. Wikipedia. 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/6e/Marcos_Clark_Air_Base_cropped

.jpg. 

 

This is an image of Ferdinand and Imelda Marcos. I used this as a visualization.  

 

Murphy, Jeremiah V., “I Never Expected This.” The Boston Globe. Last Modified August 22, 

1983. Proquest. 

 

https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1986-04-17-mn-446-story.html


This was an article that interviewed Corazon Aquino. Her words explained that she had 

no 

idea that her husband would be assassinated.  

 

Mydans, Seth, “Aquino’s Widow says she will run Against Marcos.” The New York Times. Last 

modified December 3, 1985. Accessed January 2, 2020. 

https://www.nytimes.com/1985/12/03/world/aquino-s-widow-says-she-will-run-against-

marcos.html. 

 

This was an article stating that Corazon was going to run for president. It was a very 

important announcement in her political career and set the election rolling.  

 

Mydans, Seth. “Marcos Flees and is taken to Guam; US Recognizes Aquino as President.” The 

New York Times. Last modified February 26, 1986. Accessed September 27, 2019. 

https://www.nytimes.com/1986/02/26/world/marcos-flees-and-is-taken-to-guam-us-recog

nizes-aquino-as-president.html. 

 

This article states what happened to Marcos after he lost reelection. He was sent to 

Guam. This article also states that the United States recognized Corazon Aquino as 

president of the Philippines.  

 

https://www.nytimes.com/1986/02/26/world/marcos-flees-and-is-taken-to-guam-us-recognizes-aquino-as-president.html
https://www.nytimes.com/1986/02/26/world/marcos-flees-and-is-taken-to-guam-us-recognizes-aquino-as-president.html


Parker, Lynnwood. “Young and Restless, the Philippines Turned the World.” Omaha Star, 

March 

20, 1986.  

 

This is an article that explains the courage it took for Corazon Aquino to run for 

president.  

 

People Power, the 1986 EDSA Revolution. Photograph. Wall Street International Magazine. 

https://wsimag.com/economy-and-politics/19631-people-power. 

 

This was a photo of Corazon Aquino in front of a massive crowd of supporters. I used 

this 

as a prop to show the massive support that Corazon Aquino received.  

 

“Philippine Election.” TIME Magazine, February 24, 1986, 12. MasterFILE Complete 

(57886810). 

 

This was an editorial written by a citizen of the Philippines. This article is very important 

because it showed a view of the amount of people who supported Corazon Aquino.  
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Bradsher, Henry S. "Aquino, Corazon." World Book Advanced, World Book, 2019, Accessed 
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www.worldbookonline.com/advanced/article?id=ar027230.  

 

This is a biography discussing Corazon Aquino. This biography goes more in depth about 

her presidency.  

 

‘“Corazon Aquino.” Encyclopedia Britannica. Last modified July 28, 2019. Accessed August 28, 

2019. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Corazon-Aquino. 

 

This is another biography about Corazon Aquino. Her entire life story is critical to what 

entails in the 1980’s.  

 

“Corazon ‘Cory’ Aquino.” Religious Literacy Project, Harvard Divinity School. Last modified, 

2020. Accessed September 17, 2019. 

https://rlp.hds.harvard.edu/faq/corazon-%E2%80%9Ccory%E2%80%9D-aquino. 

 

This biography of Corazon Aquino discusses how her religion affected her during her 

election and presidency.  

 

“Dancing to the Tune of the Revolution: 5 songs of the EDSA.” Official Gazette of the 

https://rlp.hds.harvard.edu/faq/corazon-%E2%80%9Ccory%E2%80%9D-aquino


Philippines. Last Modified February 15, 2014. Accessed February 6, 2020. 

https://www.officialgazette.gov.ph/2014/02/25/dancing-to-the-tune-of-the-revolution/. 

 

This was an interesting source that listed the songs sung during the EDSA revolution. I 

picked my favorite, “Bayan Ko” and I sing it in my performance. I think it shows a level 

of history only music can depict.  

 

“EDSA People Power Revolution.” Philippine History. Last Modified 2020. Accessed December 

17, 2019. https://www.philippine-history.org/edsa-people-power-revolution.htm. 

 

This source told the events of what happened during the EDSA revolution.  

 

“The Fall of the Dictatorship.” Official Gazette. Last Modified, 2019. Accessed August 28, 

2019. 

https://www.officialgazette.gov.ph/featured/the-fall-of-the-dictatorship/. 

This was an article that overviews the events that lead to Corazon Aquino’s presidency. 

 

“Ferdinand Marcos.” Encyclopedia Britannica. Last modified March 8, 2019. Accessed August 

28, 2019. https://www.britannica.com/biography/Ferdinand-E-Marcos. 

 

This was a biography of Ferdinand E. Marcos, the authoritarian leader that imposed 

martial 



law and took billions of dollars from the government.  

 

“Former Philippines President Aquino Dead at 76.” National Public Radio. July 31, 2009. 

https://www.npr.org/2009/07/31/111444213/former-philippines-president-aquino-dead-at

-7 

6. 

 

This was an article at the time of Corazon Aquino’s death. It overviewed the major events 

in her life.  

 

“From Senator to Prisoner: The Story of Ninoy Aquino.” Martial Law Museum. Accessed 

November 23, 2019. 

https://martiallawmuseum.ph/magaral/from-senator-to-prisoner-the-story-of-ninoy-aquin

o/.  

 

This was a biography of Ninoy Aquino, Corazon Aquino’s husband. It discusses the 

major events of his life.  

 

“Martial Law.” In Britannica. 2016 ed.  

 

This is an article that explains what martial law is.  

 

https://www.npr.org/2009/07/31/111444213/former-philippines-president-aquino-dead-at-76
https://www.npr.org/2009/07/31/111444213/former-philippines-president-aquino-dead-at-76
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McKittrick, David.  “Cory Aquino: President of the Philippines who brought democracy to the 

Islands.” The Independent. August 4, 2009. Accessed August 28, 2019. 

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/obituaries/cory-aquino-president-of-the-philippines

-who-brought-democracy-to-the-islands-1766970.html. 

 

This is a biography of Corazon Aquino published at the time of her death. 

 

“Philippines - Martial Law.” In Britannica. 2020 ed. 

 

This is an article that discusses how martial law was applied in the Philippines.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
This is me in the beginning of the performance when Corazon Aquino is described as a 
housewife. 
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Next, is a picture of me talking about the yellow revolution 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next are the two pictures I use in the performance. The first is a picture of Corazon 
Aquino’s husband, Ninoy. 



 
The next, is a picture of Ferdinand E. Marcos and his wife, Imelda. 

 
 
 
 
SCRIPT:  
  



Down stage  
 
INTRO: Hello, My name is Brenna Whitten and I am presenting Corazon Aquino, breaking the 
barrier of dictatorship. 
 
THESIS:  “During the mid and late 1980’s, Corazon Aquino broke the barrier of dictatorship in 
the Philippines by running for president against authoritarian leader, Ferdinand E. Marcos.” 
 
SCENE 1: Background on Cory 
 
Cory: (wandering aimlessly around the set, feather dusting). I was born on January 25, 1933, 
and I grew up in Manila, the capital of the Philippines. I’ll admit, my parents had a lot of money. 
After I graduated high school, I moved to America to pursue a college education at Mt. Saint 
Vincent College. After I graduated, I moved back to Manila to pursue a law degree. There, I met 
Ninoy. (shows picture of Ninoy… see above). Well, his full name was Benigno Aquino Jr., but 
everyone called him Ninoy. One thing led to another and before we knew it we were married in 
1954. Ninoy became a politician. He was a senator and a governor. We had seven children and 
I loved being a mother. It was where I belonged, with my children and my husband in our house. 
I really was a housewife and I didn’t want to be anything else. However, in 1965 the Philippines 
shifted a bit. Ferdinand E. Marcos of the Nationalist party was elected president. 
 
SCENE 2: The Background and Ruling of Ferdinand E. Marcos 
 
(Changes out of the apron, into the blazer to show character change; moves further front stage). 
Ferdinand E. Marcos: (In a firm voice). Ferdinand Marcos, 1917 to 1989. I quickly rose to power 
in 1965. I was an officer for the Philippines during World War II. That fact gave me a good 
reputation to campaign for the 1965 elections. I ran for office in the Nationalist Party and won 
the election. After my first term, I ran again for reelection in 1969 and achieved office yet again. 
In 1971 I imposed martial law. Martial law is the “temporary rule by military authorities of a 
designated area in time of emergency when the civil authorities are deemed unable to function.” 
In other words, martial law is the use of the military to enforce civilians to follow the law. Once I 
had done this, it gave me the power to arrest opposing politicians such as Ninoy Aquino. He had 
criticized me of the pepostourious things. The very next day, I had 8,000 more politicians 
arrested. 
 
SCENE 3: Ninoy Aquino’s Arrest 
(Change back into the apron, stay further upstage).  
Cory: I remember this moment as clear as day. The first time my children and I lost him, it was 
September 22, 1971, the day after Marcos imposed martial law. “He detained my husband 
along with thousands of others - Senators, publishers, and anyone who had spoken up for 
democracy as its end drew near.” I just remember being so scared but I also knew I would do 
anything for my husband. And “Ninoy was not a body merely to be imprisoned but a spirit he 
must break”. (Pulls letter from pocket). While he was confined in Fort Bonifacio, he sent me 



letters and told me to publish them in the post. Obviously, Marcos didn’t like that and flew Ninoy 
and one other to Fort Magsaysay in Laur. And eventually my husband was accused of murder 
and illegal possession of firearms. Marcos always found a way to lie or to hide. And he lied to 
the whole country. 
 
(Change out of the apron). 
Me: Marcos exercised authoritarian practices, undermined democracy with martial law, took 
billions of dollars from the government, took big loans to keep the economy going, and left the 
Philippines in a terrible financial state. All of his wealth and money was due to the government. 
He took the government’s money for him and his wife.(shows picture of Ferdinand E. Marcos 
and Imelda Marcos).  Imelda Marcos was known for two things: being the first lady (walks over 
to the covered shoes). and for owning 3,000 pairs of (reveals) shoes. This wasn’t even counting 
the other garments and accessories she bought. All of this so-called wealth was stolen from the 
Philippino government. Just to put this into perspective, Ferdinand E. Marcos holds the Guiness 
World Record for the greatest robbery of a government with an estimated 5,000,000,000 - 
10,000,000,000 US DOLLAR(S).  
 
(Change back into the apron). 
 
Cory: Well, Ninoy got sick and the entire family moved out to California to be there for him. And 
even abroad, Ninoy was still politically active in the Philippines. In fact, he was running for 
president. Time came for him to go back to the Philippines. But as soon as he got off the 
airplane… he was shot…. and killed. He had death threats yet Ninoy’s spirit could not break. 
Despite news of a death threat, Ninoy said in an interview on August 21, 1983 that “if it’s [my] 
fate to die by an assassin’s bullet, then so be it. […] [I have] to suffer with our people and [I 
have] to lead them. As soon as I got the phone call I knew. I knew I had to continue Ninoy’s 
dream. His dream of our homeland being free of dictatorship. We had to present somebody who 
was the complete opposite of Marcos, someone who has been a victim. Looking around, I may 
not have been the worst victim, but I was the best-known. I came back to the Philippines and 
there was yellow in the air. Ribbons fluttered around me. All of these people… waved yellow 
ribbons in the sky. It looked like a sign of hope. A sign that Marcos wasn’t wanted anymore. A 
sign that my husband’s assassination wasn’t in vain. All of these people were my people, and 
we were there to take our country back. This came to be known(takes off the apron to reveal a 
yellow shirt… as seen above) as the Yellow Revolution, and I wore yellow to every political 
event. “In the efforts to win back his popularity among the people, Marcos held a snap 
presidential election on February 7, 1986,”  
 
Me: The elections had started.By February 15, 1986, in an unexpected announcement that was 
met with public outrage, the Batasang Pambansa proclaimed Marcos and as the winner of the 
presidential race. The next day, Cory led her and her people to boycott Marcos’ institutions. 
Two million people joined with Cory and the next day, single companies collapsed. The feud 
between the two nominees grew. Marcos threatened that he would reinstate martial law, should 
Cory continue with the protest. Marcos then took himself to Malacañan palace and was sworn in 



as president. There was an uproar. Thus began the four-day EDSA People Power Revolution. 
Despite Marcos holding up the throne, the people continued to fight. through song and slogans; 
through earnest extensions of friendship to hard-faced soldiers; through Corazon and of the 
movement that carried her; through prayers and linked arms and rosaries, human barricades 
and flowers.  
 
Ang bayan kong Pilipinas 

Lupain ng ginto't bulaklak 

Pag-ibig na sa kanyang palad 

Nag-alay ng ganda't dilag 

At sa kanyang yumi at ganda 

Dayuhan ay nahalina 

Bayan ko, binihag ka 

Nasadlak sa dusa 

Ibon mang may layang lumipad 

Kulungin mo at umiiyak 

Bayan pa kayang sakdal-dilag 

Ang 'di magnasang makaalpas 

Pilipinas kong minumutya 

Pugad ng luha at dalita 

Aking adhika 

Makita kang sakdal laya 

Ibon mang may layang… 

 
On February 25 1986, Corazon Aquino was sworn in as president. The US recognized her as 
such. The Philippines was restored as a democracy. As for Ferdinand E. Marcos, it was found 
he committed voting fraud and many other crimes. He was exiled to Guam on February 26th, 
and died in 1989. Corazon Aquino only ran for one term as president. And, she wasn’t the most 
well liked. There were many critics… However, the critics couldn’t deny that Cory broke the 
barrier of the dictatorship of Ferdinand E. Marcos and set the Philippines on the right track to 
democracy and recovery.  
 
 


