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Process Paper

Originally born in Cuba, I have always been intrigued by the history of it and history
relating to it. Communism and the Soviet Union were a large part of Cuban history; I knew that I
wanted to explore a topic related to it. A few weeks of research later, I decided to do a project on
the Berlin Wall. I had some background knowledge on some of the effects of the fall of the wall,
but I lacked an understanding of specific reasons for its dismay. With this curiosity running
rampant and my drive to learn about it, I chose to do my project on the fall of the Berlin Wall in
mid-November.

I started conducting some of my research in early December, using various
sources of information along the way. I began by reading an encyclopedia entry on the Berlin
Wall to get a feel of the structure and the reasons why it was built. I watched various other
professionally made documentaries and films about the Berlin wall, including History Channel’s
“The Rise and Fall of the Berlin Wall” and CNN’s “The Eighties.” After watching these films,
the next phase of my research began. I started doing research using the internet and several
books while also examining documents from the era. I did some reading on the prominent figures
from this period, including Joseph Stalin, Walter Ulbricht, Erich Honecker, Egon Krenz, Gunter
Schabowski, and many other individuals. I took notes over this period of research that I,
eventually, used to create a timeline of all significant events concerning the Berlin Wall. I wrote
a script shortly thereafter, which highlighted the events in my timeline. With the script
completed, I turned my attention to interviews. I managed to secure an interview with Paul
Muncy, a history professor at a local college, which is featured in the documentary.

I chose to portray my topic through a documentary early on in the research phase.
The prevalence of cable television and mass media at that time was very substantial, which
meant that good footage was not scarce. The fall of this wall was triggered by a press conference
and the frenzy that it created was due to television news. It was vital for me to highlight this and
a film is the best way to do so. Footage gathering began late in the month of December. I
selected the most impactful pieces of video that I could find that related to the point I was talking
about in my voice over. I used Premiere Pro to edit my documentary and added music to fit the
theme.

When I learned that the theme was “Breaking Barriers,” the Berlin Wall immediately
came to mind. It relates heavily to the theme because not only did a physical barrier get torn
down but a cultural one as well. The fall of the wall meant that Berliners weren’t separated
anymore and they could move freely between both halves of the city, many experiencing
freedom for the first time.
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source helped me understand just how powerful Germany is economically.

“The Berlin Wall.” The Berlin Wall | Liz & Paul's European Adventure, 11 Dec. 2014,
www.offexploring.com/donoghue/albums/berlin/13311412.

This source is a website that contains photographs of the Berlin Wall. They range from
older images to photographs of the modern state of the Berlin Wall. Parts of the wall still
stand as a memorial and museum and these photographs capture this. I used one of these
images at the end of my documentary when I discussed the state of the Berlin Wall today.
The images helped me visualize the Berlin Wall as it stands today.
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