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LEFT PANEL

Question: What was your most 
important source, and why?

Answer: Our most important source 

was the ADA Timeline source. It 

helped us have a better 

understanding of everything that 
happened including resent updates. 

It showed the evolution from the 

original idea to the final result.



CENTER PANEL
Question:
Why did George Bush and Lex Frieden 

get involved with the ADA?

Answer:
As Vice President to Ronald Regan, he was approached with 

the idea by a group of young men wanting to make a 

difference in the disabled community. Since he didn’t have 

all the authority to write a law at the time, he knew he 

couldn't make that happen. George Bush promised them 
that if he ever was voted into office he was sure to make that 

happen.

Coming out of highschool, Lex Frieden was denied 

admittance to a university because of his physical disability. 

Lex Grieves about the times people like him were treated 
unfairly, and knew he needed to make a change.



RIGHT PANEL

Blueprints of NEW Gene Leahy Mall

Question: What is the most 
important thing that you 

learned from completing this 

entry?

Answer: We learned that there 

are lots of changes being 
made to the law. New rules are 

being added to make it a 

more updated law, every year 

on the anniversary. The ADA 

has many different layers, (the 
titles) that help it cover all 

areas to make sure no one is 

left out, and all disabilities are 

treated equal.



TABLETOP ITEMS



(Center Panel)

Disabilities Act

(Picture)

Americans with

President George HW Bush, ended 

the ceremony by saying, "Let the shameful 

wall of exclusion, finally come tumbling down."

George H. W. Bush
The ADA was one of Bush’s 
proudest accomplishments while 
in office. The law helped millions of 
Americans banning all 

discrimination related 
to employment, and public 
places.

Lex Frieden
The “Architect of the 
legislat ion”. Frieden was paralyzed 
in a car accident and faced 
discrimination himself. Believes 

that the ADA’s main focus is Civil 
Rights.



“If I  described the signing ceremony, they had people everywhere, 
they were on white canes, wheelchairs, walkers, and seeing eye dogs. 
I  mean anything to help them get around was represented that day.”
- Bob Dole, US Senator (R – Kansas) 1969 – 1996

“That was the day you guys saw us as your peers, and not as someone 
who needed your help.”
- I . King Jordan, President of Gallaudet Univ. 1988 – 2006

(Left Panel) (Right Panel)

Definit ion of Disability:
Before ADA: Physical, psychological, and 
vocational limitat ion result ing from 
illness/injury.
Present: Limitat ions in social/vocational 

funct ioning

Title I  : Employment

Title I I : Public Transportation and Government 

Serv ices
Title I II : Places of Public Accommodations

Title IV : Telecommunications

The ADA today
With the ADA in full effect, architects and employers must keep the 
regulat ions in mind. When designing and building new developments, the 
architects have to make sure, door widths, and ramps, fall under specific 
measurements, so that people in wheelchairs, and those with canes can 

access the public places. Employers must value all candidates when 
choosing someone to fill a posit ion, just because they have a physical 
disability, doesn’t mean they don’t have the same capabilit ies.

In Omaha, with the new construct ion of Gene Leahy Mall, the architects and 

engineers made sure that there was easy accessibility to all levels. New 
apartments and businesses must make sure there are elevators, ramps, and 
proper widths to doorways and hallways.

Rehabilitation Act of 1973

The Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as Amended prohibits discrimination on the basis of disability 
in programs conducted by federal agencies, in programs receiving federal financial 

assistance, in federal employment and in the employment practices of federal 

contractors. This act was signed by President Richard Nixon, on September 26, 1973.

Disability Rights Movement

Many disabled people throughout history have greatly contributed to society. Homer, a 
famous poet of Ancient Greece, was blind. Ludwig Van Beethoven, famous composer, was 

deaf. Franklin D Roosevelt, US President, had polio disease. All these great influencers, were 

still loved by society, even though they had a physical barrier therebody couldn’t cross, but 

that didn’t affect how they were seen through the public eye.

The Disability Rights Movement, started in the 1960’s, inspired by the US’s approach to Civil 
Rights, and Women Rights, they thought it would be a good time for other advocates to 

think about the “cross-disability focus”. A focus that linked all types of disabilities together. 

At this time the Disability Rights Movement focused on US citizens that were treated as 

outcasts. They were rarely expected to study, work, help raise their families, or do anything 

for their community.

1986-1988: National Council on the Handicapped started pushing for the ADA laws.

1989: The ADA was passed by the senate.
1990: ADA passed and signed into law by Pres. Goerge H.W. Bush.

1991: Regulations for title I-IV of the ADA.

1992-1994: Titles I-IV went into effect.

2004: National Council on disabilities urges congress to support legislation to restore the 

original intent of the ADA.
2006-2008: The ADA laws are updated and signed into law creating the ADA Amendments.

2009: The ADA Amendments went into effect.

2010-2014: More updates to titles I-IV of the ADA.

https://www.eeoc.gov/laws/statutes/rehab.cfm
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The theme “Breaking Barriers” is a very immense topic, when you can 

choose anything that has happened in the world’s history. When brainstorming 

we wanted to pick something that was unique, but also something we were 

passionate about. We chose the Americans with Disabilities Act, because it’s 

something that our country is proud of and it shows the advances of our 

democracy. Another factor of why we chose it is, the ADA changed a lot of 

people’s lives, and changed people’s perspectives on those with physical 

disabilities.  We believe that a positive message, like this, is important for people 

to keep in mind.  

When conducting our research, we used multiple strategies. Originally, we 

tried to use the databases that were provided for us through our school. When 

we needed to expand our search, we checked the district’s library, and Omaha 

Public Libraries for books and novels regarding the ADA. After skimming through 

these resources, we started looking for information on websites that we could 

trust. When finding our first sources, we read through the articles, and then 

decided if the information would be useful in our final project. Then, if we came 

across good information, we would start gathering it, making sure to 

paraphrase. After reviewing all the articles, and collecting information from 

websites, we would try our best to cite and annotate the source right away, so 

that we made sure we had it noted.  

Together, we consider ourselves as both crafty and creative individuals. We 

wanted to make sure we could showcase our talent in a way that would reflect 

this in our project. Documentaries and websites are unique ways to show off a 

project, but we decided on the exhibit because of how we wanted to display our 

research.  

When putting everything together, we combined the individual research 

that we had each completed. We thought this was an intelligent way to proceed 

because when entering the competition stages, we would have “focus topics” 

that we each were experts on. Then, when we came together to complete the 

exhibit, we looked at each other's work and edited it to make sure that they 

related to the topic and were complete.  

 

The American Disabilities Act relates to the theme “Breaking Barriers” in 

many ways. Before the law was applied, disabled citizens weren’t treated the 

same in society. If you were seen having a wheelchair, cane, or any device to 

assist you in your everyday life, you were automatically ranked lower than 

everyone. The world viewed your appearance and predicted that you didn’t 



have the same physical/mental capabilities as someone “healthier”. This is called 

disability discrimination. When the ADA was applied in 1990, disabled Americans 

were viewed more favorably in society, they were given the same equal 

opportunities as any other individual. Employers had to look over their resume and 

give them an equivalent chance for the job. This simple gesture changed millions 

of capable lives for the better. 
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