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September 2019 

 

Greetings from the Nebraska National History Day state office. We welcome your participation in 
2019-2020! 

  

National History Day: Nebraska continues to celebrate Nebraska’s deep history by offering a list of Nebraska topics related to this 
year’s theme Breaking Barriers in History” on page 15. This packet of information is for your reference during this academic year 
and includes: contact information, contest dates/deadlines, findings on the academic benefits of using the program, this year’s 

theme, general rules, and how this program fits with the Nebraska Social Studies Standards. 

  

The Nebraska website hosts contest information and registration links, as well as: 

 Museums in Nebraska with archives and research information  

 State standards 

 List of past year(s) winners 

 Rule book 

 Full theme book 

 Announcements 

  

Another great website for reference is www.nhd.org. This is the National History Day website from the national organization. All 
webinars will be posted here the day after they occur and there is an archive of webinars from previous years. This is also where 
teachers/mentors and students who qualify will register for the national contest. The website provides great tools to use as the 

National History Day experience unfolds in your classroom. 

  

And lastly, please feel free to contact us with any questions. We will work together to get you the answers you need. 

  

Thank you for your participation in National History Day!  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Shari Sorenson 
Service Learning and Community Outreach Coordinator 
Nebraska Wesleyan University 
5000 St Paul Ave 
Lincoln, NE 68504 
 

Nebraska National History Day office: 

 Shari Sorenson, Event Coordinator, ssorenso@nebrwesleyan.edu, 402-465-2439 

 Steven Wills, State Coordinator, smwills@nebrwesleyan.edu, 402-465-2443 
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The experience starts in the classroom. The program can bring 

perspective beyond the standard textbook, creating a true part-

nership between historians, historical societies, educators, and 

students. Students gain and develop skills for writing, research, 

analysis and communication that will serve them well in the fu-

ture. This program creates results that motivate you to teach and 

the reasons why you teach: engaged students that are critically 

thinkers and seek to be life long learners. The National History 

Day program cultivates skills while students interact with history. 

The students choose and analyze a historical topic of their inter-

est relating to the annual theme. They present their topic in one 

of the following formats: research paper, website, exhibit, perfor-

mance or documentary. Students can compete as an individual 

or as a group (2-5 individuals) and each category has an age 

group division (Jr grades 6-8, Sr grades 9-12).  

The projects are judged at regional, state, and national levels. 

Nationals are held near Washington D.C. at the University of 

Maryland. At Nationals when students are not presenting or view-

ing other student’s projects, they can meet with Congressional 

representatives, tour the national landmarks, and listen to promi-

nent speakers.  

National History Day began in Cleveland, Ohio, in 1974, as a one 

day competition, and has grown into a global event. Students in 

grades 6-12 from every state, Washington D.C., American Sa-

moa, Guam, Department of Defense Schools in Europe and in-

ternational schools participate every year. Expose your students 

to this skill enhancing program and give them an opportunity to 

make it not only a contest, but an engaged learning experience. 

Over 2,500 participants 

NEBRASKA wide. 

...it’s not just a day, 

 ...or a contest,  
  

  I t ’ s  an experience .  

National History Day 

Program Information 

1. Teaches History 

2. Engages Students 

3. Energizes the Curriculum 

4. Promotes High Academic 

Standards 

5. Encourages Literacy 

6. Enhances Assessment 

7. Instills Critical Thinking 

8. Inspires Curiosity 

9. Recognizes the Student’s 

Strengths 

10. Activates Civic Engagement 
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“Which of the Nebraska State Social Studies Standards are found in a “History Day” project?” 

 

Like any type of assessment, the answer to the above question depends on the quality of the research and writing done 
by the student as well as the depth of understanding gained from the experience. With that in mind, a well done “History 

Day” project is an excellent match to the eighth and twelfth grade history standards. The standards ask students to: 

 

·  Conduct historical research using primary and secondary sources;  
 

·  analyze and interpret historical and current events;  
 

·  analyze the impact of people, events, ideas, and symbols;  
 

·  analyze how major past and current historical events are chronologically connected and evaluate their 
   impact(s) upon each other;  

 
·  use multiple perspectives;  

 
·  identify and evaluate the effects of past, current, and potential future events, issues, and problems.  

 

The verbs – analyze, evaluate, identify, interpret are further defined by the indicators listed below each standard. To 
demonstrate mastery of the standard, students are asked to; “Compare and evaluate contradictory historical narratives 
of Twentieth-Century U.S. History through determination of credibility, contextualization, and corroboration”; “Evaluate 
the relationships among historical events in the United States and the students' lives today”. The standards ask the 
student to actively engage in history and develop good historical thinking skills that a well done “History Day” project can 
reflect. Historical thinking skills help to create critical thinkers and responsible citizens. These are skills students can 
utilize for the rest of their lives and allow students to engage history at a deeper level. No one project takes the place of 
a complete history course, but a good “History Day” project is one way to assess the how well the students in the course 

have grasped the skills needed to see the connection of history to their lives.  

 

Harris C. Payne 
Social Studies Specialist  
Teaching and Learning Team 
Nebraska Department of Education 
P.O. Box 94787 
Lincoln, NE 68509 

http://www.education.ne.gov/SS/ 
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Nebraska State Social Studies Standards  

  

K-12 History: Students will develop and apply historical knowledge and skills 
to research, analyze, and understand key concepts of past, current, and 
potential issues and events at the local, state, national, and international levels. 

  Grades 6-8 
(United States: 

Colonial America to 
the Progressive Era) 

Grades 6-8 
(World Beginnings to 

1000CE) 

High School 
(United States: 

Progressive Era to 
Present) 

High School 
(World: 1000 CE to 

Present) 

 SS 8.4.1 (US) 
Students will 
analyze how major 
past and current 
US events are 
chronologically 
connected, and 
evaluate their 
impact(s) upon one 
another. 
  

SS 8.4.1 (WLD) 
Students will 
analyze how major 
past and current 
world events are 
chronologically 
connected, and 
evaluate their 
impact(s) upon one 
another. 

SS 12.4.1 (US) 
Students will 
analyze how major 
past and current 
US events are 
chronologically 
connected, and 
evaluate their 
impact(s) upon one 
another. 

SS 12.4.1 Students 
will analyze how 
major past and 
current world 
events are 
chronologically 
connected, and 
evaluate their 
impact(s) upon one 
another. 

 SS 8.4.2 (US) 
Students will 
analyze the impact 
of people, events, 
ideas, and symbols 
upon US history 
using multiple 
types of sources. 

SS 8.4.2 (WLD) 
Students will 
analyze the impact 
of people, events, 
ideas, and symbols 
upon world history 
using multiple 
types of sources. 

SS 12.4.2 (US) 
Students will 
analyze and 
evaluate the impact 
of people, events, 
ideas, and symbols 
upon US history 
using multiple 
types of sources. 

SS 12.4.2 (WLD) 
Students will 
analyze and 
evaluate the 
impact of people, 
events, ideas, and 
symbols upon 
world history using 
multiple types of 
sources. 

 SS 8.4.3 (US) 
Students will 
analyze and 
interpret historical 
and current events 
from multiple 
perspectives. 

SS 8.4.3 (WLD) 
Students will 
analyze and 
interpret historical 
and current events 
from multiple 
perspectives. 

SS 12.4.3 (US) 
Students will 
analyze and 
evaluate historical 
and current events 
from multiple 
perspectives. 

SS 12.4.3 (WLD) 
Students will 
analyze and 
evaluate historical 
and current events 
from multiple 
perspectives. 
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Grades 6-8 
(United States: 

Colonial America to 
the Progressive 

Era) 

Grades 6-8 
(World Beginnings 

to 1000CE) 

High School 
(United States: 

Progressive Era to 
Present) 

High School 
(World: 1000 CE to 

Present) 

 SS 8.4.4 (US) 
Students will 
identify causes of 
past and current 
events, issues, and 
problems. 

SS 8.4.4 (WLD) 
Students will 
identify causes of 
past and current 
events, issues, and 
problems. 

SS 12.4.4 (US) 
Students will 
identify and 
evaluate the effects 
of past, current, 
and potential 
future events, 
issues, and 
problems. 

SS 12.4.4 (WLD) 
Students will 
identify and 
evaluate the effects 
of past, current, 
and potential 
future events, 
issues, and 
problems. 

 SS 8.4.5 Students 
will develop 
historical research 
skills. 

SS 8.4.5 Students 
will develop 
historical research 
skills. 

SS 12.4.5 (US) 
Students will 
develop historical 
research skills. 

SS 12.4.5 (WLD) 
Students will 
develop historical 
research skills. 
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Nebraska State Social Studies Standards (continued) 

Nebraska Department of Education      APPROVED - December 7, 2012  
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Because it teaches, prepares and inspires—shares the same 

goals and accomplishments you have as a teacher. Several 

preliminary findings from the Program Evaluation of January 

2011 are as follows: 

 NHD is for everyone. appeals equally to a range of 

students. Findings show a in gender, ethnicities, 

and academic standings among students who participate 

in  

 NHD students appear to be out-performing their 

peers. Results indicate that students achieve 

higher scores on standardized tests in all subject 

areas than  

NHD makes a difference in school success. Analysis 

suggests a positive between NHD participation and 

grades and performance on standardized tests. A 

of GPAs and social studies, reading, and 

writing assessments to years of  showed an 

upward trend, or higher levels of performance with each 

year of 

The primary data was sampled from 48 middle school students from 2 states and 

410 high school students from 4 states, for a total student sample of 458 

students. 274 were NHD students and 184 comparison-group students. A 

secondary study of approximately 1,500 students were included in the analysis 
of the students’ scores on standardized tests. 

During the 2009-2010 academic year, researchers examined students’ skills and 

knowledge across a range of measures: academic performance on state 

standardized tests, not only in history or social studies, but also in other 
subjects where students; skills might transfer. The study also included 

performance assessments to see whether students could apply research, 

writing and critical thinking skills developed through NHD participation—skills 
that track closely with the 21st century skills identified by educators and 

business leaders as the skills students need to enter college and the 

workplace fully prepared. Surveys asked students to rate their confidence in 

these skills and their interest in past and current events.  

 

...teaches 

NHD students outperform their non-NHD peers on state standard-

ized tests in multiple subjects, including reading, science and math, 

as well as social studies. 

NHD students are better writers, who write with a purpose and real 

voice, and marshal solid evidence to support their point of view. 

NHD has a positive impact among students whose interest in aca-

demic subjects may wane in high school. 

Among Black and Hispanic students, NHD students outperform 

non-NHD students, posting higher performance assessment scores 

and levels of interest and skills. Compared to non-NHD boys and to 

all girls, boys participating in NHD reported significantly higher 

levels of interest in history, civic engagement, and confidence in 

research skills, on both pre– and post-surveys. 

Why would you use 

the 

National History Day 

program 

in your classroom? 
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...inspires 

NHD opens new vistas, even for special education students like one in 

Florida who’d been put into a program for kids “who could not learn.” Once 

placed in NHD— the only “regular” class he attended—he produced a 

documentary that made it to the state finals. The next year, he took two 

“regular” classes and produced another documentary for NHD that made it 

to nationals. By the end of high school, he was enrolled in all honors clas-

ses. 

During her first year with NHD, a Washington state teacher had 11 students 

whom she says had “fallen through a lot of cracks and some discovered 

they liked it there.” None of them had ever participated in any kind of com-

petition—not even sports. Once in NHD, they all competed. Four placed 

locally and went on to compete at the state level. Thanks to the NHD expe-

rience, seven graduated from high school, three earned a GED, one gradu-

ated as a sixth-year senior, and a couple even went on to college. 

“Competing in National History Day pushed those 11 students beyond the 

mental and academic limits they had set for themselves,” the teacher re-

counted. “They developed confidence, pride and skills that are helping 

them be successful in their lives.” 

Participating in a mandatory NHD program sparked a competitive drive in 

one student who, until then, had spent most of his school life only dimly 

motivated—unless it involved entertaining his classmates. The competitive 

aspect of the work in NHD and the high standards his teacher conveyed 

inspired him to spend long hours in the library and to ask about learning 

photography. In preparation for History Day, he produced a slide presenta-

tion, something he was proud of, win or lose, for he’s learned that hard 

work and an academic goal were stimulating, and that serious intellectual 

challenges were opening his mind to the realization that there are rewards 

for academic as well as social success. From that point on, his school work 

took on new meaning. 

...prepares 

NHD students learn 21st century college– and career-ready skills. 

They learn to collaborate with team members, talk to experts, man-

age their time and persevere. 

NHD students are critical thinkers who can digest, analyze and 

synthesize information. 

Performance assessments show that NHD students were 18% 

better overall than their peers at interpreting historical information—

an average of 79% correct vs. 61% correct. 

Program Information 

For the full report go to: https://nhd.org/why-nhd-works 
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Join us for a  

Teacher Workshop 

 

Tuesday Afternoon 

12:30PM  - 4:30PM 

October 8, 2019 

 

Metropolitan Community College 

Elkhorn Valley Campus 

829 N 204th St, Elkhorn 

Room #406 

 

Register at:   

https://forms.gle/EfRQzeYxHZGCaKNy6 

AGENDA 

12:30pm—Overview of the Program 

1:00pm—NASA/STEM Topics 

2:00pm—Middle School / High School Breakout 

Session 

3:30pm—Additional resources, online registration 

overview, upcoming changes for the website 

category 

Presenters: 

Lori Broady,  ESU #4, Teaching and Learning Team, 

Elizabeth Dunn, NASA Space Ambassador, Nebraska City Middle School Teacher 

Taylor  Hamblin, former South Dakota Regional Coordinator and History Day teacher, UNL Graduate Student 
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2020 Theme Narrative:  

Breaking Barriers in History 
Cathy Gorn, Ph.D., Executive Director, National History Day® 
 

We have a new theme for National History Day (NHD) 2020 - Breaking Barriers in History. At first glance it seems fairly straightfor 

ward; however, sometimes things are not always what they seem. Your first task is to think carefully and critically about what 

“breaking barriers” means before you choose a topic to research. 

The Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines a barrier as “something material that blocks or is intended to block passage.” What 

comes to your mind when you think of physical barriers? Why are barriers built in the first place? Who builds them and what do 

they hope to accomplish? 

Merriam-Webster also defines a barrier as “a natural formation or structure that prevents or hinders movement or action.” What 

natural barriers come to mind that made movement by people difficult? Rivers, mountains, oceans, deserts, jungles, and more 

have been barriers in history. How did people come up with ways to break, or perhaps more likely hurdle, such barriers? Why was 

that important and what were the consequences? How did breaking such barriers influence the development of your community?  

The Dictionary also explains a barrier as “something immaterial that impedes or separates.” How is something a barrier if it is not a 

physical barrier? Think about ideas as barriers. In what ways might legislation create or break barriers? Consider the history of your 

community. How did legal decisions decide questions about social or racial barriers? Were such barriers broken? How and why? 

For a barrier to be broken, it must exist in the first place - either naturally like a mountain or created by humans and societies. For 

example, why was the Berlin Wall built? To protect people? From what? To control people? Why? What impact did it have locally? 

How about globally? Why did the Berlin Wall come down - why was it broken apart? What impact did that have on people in Berlin 

and around the world? 

So, barriers can be physical, natural, or ideological. When you think of barriers, it is common to assume a barrier is a negative thing 

- created by people and societies, keeping them from the freedom to move or think for themselves. But are all barriers negative? 

Let us turn this upside down. 

What barriers have had positive consequences in history? How about barriers against the spread of disease? Against pollution? 

Think about the Constitution of the United States. Did the Founders include barriers to protect democracy? Why did they feel it 

was necessary? The Founders were careful to consider historical context and understood that they could not predict the future. Did 

they create a process to break barriers within the document or add new ones? How and why? How did this process influence the 

course of the history of the United States? 

Think about life in rural areas. How and why was barbed wire used in some places? How did it change the way in which people 

thought of private versus public property? Were there long-term consequences? If so, what were they? 

“Firsts” might come to mind when you hear the theme for 2020. For example, the first to break the sound barrier. Why was it use 

ful to break that barrier? What impact did that have on the history of flight? Of engineering? Of time? Was being first the most 

important message in this case, or was it the breaking of the barrier that transformed engineering and scientific opportunities and 

created change? A perennial favorite topic for NHD has been Elizabeth Blackwell, the first woman admitted to medical school in the 

United States. Did she break a barrier or did she put a crack in it? 

2020 marks the one hundredth anniversary of women’s suffrage. The Nineteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution gave women 

the right to vote. But women (and their male supporters) had been fighting for this right for decades, so why did male politicians 

pass and ratify the amendment in 1920? What was different from other attempts? Did you know that women in the Wyoming Ter 

ritory gained the right to vote in 1869? Was this done because men in Wyoming believed women were their equals and thus 

should have the same privileges? Or was there another, more expedient reason? To understand this question, you must examine it 
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(as you must with any topic) by placing it into historical context. 

Can you think of breaking barriers in world history? What kind of a barrier was feudalism in Medieval Europe and for whom? How 

did it structure society? Why? How long did it last and why was it finally broken? Can you think of political barriers and their conse 

quences in China? In the Soviet Union? What were these barriers designed to achieve? Why? Can you explain how and why politi 

cal barriers might be overcome? 

Rarely is it one individual who breaks a barrier on his or her own; often it takes groups or movements to break barriers. In the year 

1215, King John of England was forced to sign the Magna Carta. Why? By whom? What was the document and how did it influence 

the history of democracy? 

Some barriers are theoretical, like state or national boundaries, and many boundaries are redrawn over time. These might be the 

result of war, treaties, or exploration. How were such boundaries decided? Why? What impact did they have on the course of his 

tory—locally, nationally, or globally? For example, before 1871 Germany was not unified; instead, it was made up of numerous 

states. What brought these German states together? Why? How did German unification affect Europe and the world? What were 

the consequences? 

Attitudes can be barriers. Some people have experienced physical or mental barriers. Historically, people with disabilities were 

often considered unfit for society. Today, we are more welcoming and accommodating to people with physical or mental issues. 

What happened to change such attitudes? What barriers were overcome and how? What was the Americans with Disabilities Act? 

What were the consequences for individuals and the communities in which they lived? Did attitudes related to race, poverty, or 

education cause people to create barriers. How? Why? Or how about barriers related to language and communication? 

Do not forget about topics related to science and technology. How were attitudes regarding religion sometimes barriers to science? 

Consider the debate between Galileo and the Catholic Church. Or, you might think about the technological developments that 

broke barriers. What barrier did the invention of the printing press overcome? What changed as a result? What significance did this 

invention have in the short and long terms? 

Why is historical context important? Considering the time and circumstances in which your topic took place is critical to drawing 

conclusions about your topic’s significance in history. It is not enough to describe what happened; you must explain why your topic 

was important in history. Why and how did something happen? Most significantly, what were the consequences and how did your 

topic influence the course of history? This is what historians do and the year 2020 reminds us that our job is to see into the past. 

We do not have perfect 20/20 vision, but we do have the advantage of hindsight and the ability to conduct research and look at 

multiple perspectives. And historians have time and distance to examine change, consequences, and significance. 

As you consider possible topics related to the theme, check out the essay in this book by Dr. Susan O’Donovan about the steps to 

researching and creating your NHD project. 

 

Regardless of your topic, whether you chose from local, national or world history, no matter what time period, do not forget to 

answer the most important question: so what? 

 



 

Nebraska  

SAMPLE TOPICS 
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 The 1986 Nebraska Gubernatorial Election: The First Guber 

natorial Race between Two Female Candidates 

 Ada Bittenbender: Nebraska’s First Female Attorney 

 Ada Patterson: Breaking Barriers in Journalism 

 Angel DeCora: Breaking Barriers in Mainstream Recognition 

of Native American Art and Culture 

 Bob Pickens: Breaking the Color Barrier 

 Claire Owens: Breaking Barriers for the Blind 

 Clara Colby: The First Woman to Publish her own Women’s 

Daily Newspaper 

 Constance Claussen: Breaking Barriers in Women’s College 

Athletics 

 The Corps of Discovery: Breaking Barriers in Scientific Dis 

covery, Exploration, and Native American Relations 

 Don Benning: Breaking the Color Barrier 

 Earl Cooper: Breaking Barriers in Auto Racing 

 Eileen Wirth: Breaking Barriers in Journalism 

 Elizabeth Douglas: The Inventor of the Modern Voting Booth 

 Eric Lueshen: Breaking Barriers in Athletics for the LGBTQ 

Community 

 Fentanyl Execution: Nebraska’s Pioneering Use of Drug-

Based Executions 

 Frank Zybach:  The Inventor of Central Pivot Irrigation 

 Frederic Clements: Breaking Barriers in Ecology 

 Fred Fling: Breaking Barriers in the Study of History 

 George Howard:  The First Professor of History at UNL and 

Founder of the Nebraska State Historical Society 

 Gerald Thomas: The Inventor of the Frozen TV Dinner 

 Hazel Abel: The First Female US Senator to Succeed a Fe 

male US Senator 

 The Homestead Act: Breaking Barriers on the American 

Frontier 

 J. Sterling Morton: The Founder of Arbor Day 

 The Kansas-Nebraska Act 

 The Kincaid Act: Breaking Barriers on the American Frontier 

 Kate Barnard: The First Woman to Be Elected to State Office 

by an All-Male Electorate 

 Kay Orr: Nebraska’s First Female Governor 

 Kenneth Wherry: Breaking Barriers in Privacy 

 Lillian St. Cyr: The First Native American Movie Star 

 Mabel Lee: The First Female President of the American 

Academy of Physical Education 

 Megan Terry: Breaking Barriers in Theater 

 Olga Stastny: The First Female Physician of Czech Descent in 

Nebraska 

 The Pony Express: Breaking Barriers in Communication 

 Rheta Childe Dorr: Breaking Barriers in Journalism 

 Richard Hamming: Breaking Barriers in Computer Program 

ming 

 Robert Meyer: Breaking Barriers in Nebraska’s Foreign Lan 

guage Education 

 The SAFER Barrier: Breaking Barriers in Motor Racing Safety 

 Standing Bear: Breaking Barriers for Native American Rights 

 Susan La Flesche Picotte: The First Native American Woman 

Doctor 

 Todd Storz: Breaking Barriers in Radio 

 The Transcontinental Railroad: Breaking Barriers in Trans 

portation 

 Virginia Trotter: Breaking Barriers in Education 

 William Peterson: The Inventor of Vise Grips 



 

 

 

 

NEBRASKALand Foundation will award at the State Contest in each division (Junior and Senior) for 1st place 
($300) and 2nd place ($200) across all categories (Historical Paper, Documentary, Performance, Exhibit, and 

Website). Honorable mentions (up to two places) will be given an award certificate. 

 

 

 

 

 

History Nebraska will award $100 in the Junior and Senior Division at the State Contest for best entry on a local, 
county or state topic from Nebraska having superior use of archival materials. The sponsoring teacher will 

receive a free year’s membership to the History Nebraska magazine. 

 

 

 

 

 

Nebraska Wesleyan University will award a $500 scholarship to the 1st place winner of each Senior Individual 

Category at the State Contest.  

 

 

 

 

 

Nebraska Press Association will award $100 to the first place of Junior and Senior Historical Paper at the State 

Contest. 

 

 

Michael Berg Memorial Award (given by private donors) will be given to the first place of Senior Individual 

Documentary at the State Contest. 

 

 

Additional prizes may be offered at the District level.  

Special Awards at the State Contest 
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Nebraska Press Association 

Michael Berg Memorial Award 



 

Student’s Process 
Of Creating a  

History Day Project 

Explore Theme and  
Your Interests 

Does the thesis 

reflect the theme- 

Breaking Barriers? 

Conduct Preliminary 
Research 

Develop Your 
Preliminary Thesis 
And Place Story 
In Historical Context 

Organize 
Presentation 

Check for Balanced 
Perspective and 
Historical Context 

Create and Polish 
Final Product 

P
H

A
SE

 I
 

Research Primary 
and Secondary 
Sources 

Gather Quotes, Photos, 
and Illustrations 

Generate Balanced Presentation of 
Research: 
Important Facts, Details, and  
Perspectives P

H
A

SE
 I

I 

P
H

A
SE

 I
II

 

Are students tracking 

their sources to 

create the annotated 

bibliography? 

What category best 

suits the topic and 

the student? 

Was there a 

recheck for 

spelling and typo 

errors? 

Are students showing 

analytical thinking 

with multiple 

perspectives? 

Is the context in 

history shown? 
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Graphic Tools 
Graphic organizers are a tool to help students define their topic and project. Adapt your favorite graphic tool to fit this project or 

seek resources specifically designed for National History Day. Below is a Historical Context Graphic Organizer put out by the 

National Office—check their website, https://nhd.org/teacher-resources for additional tools, or look at Minnesota and California 

( or other states as the program is in every state) for tools and timelines that could help you get started. 

Exhibit Organizer 

 

 Historical  

Significance 

 

 

Why was this 

important? 

 

Who did it effect? 

 

Were there 

unintended 

consequences? 

 

 

Historical Context 

What was 

happening 

before? 

 

Who were the 

players and who 

was resisting? 

 

Why was there 

resistance?  

 

When did the 

shift change? 

TITLE 

Thesis 

 

 

The main points of the topic 

Who? 

Why? 

When? 

 

Don’t forget interesting details, 

quotes, and photos to give 

depth to the project. 

History Day Note Card 

Source # __ 

Title:____________________ 

Quote: 

Comment: 

Paraphrase: 

Tags: 

Citation: 
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Differing 
Viewpoints 

Significance 
To Whom? 
Aftereffect? 

Primary 
Sources 

Variety in  
Types of 
Sources 

Secondary 
Sources 

Visual  
Impact 

Interesting 
Facts 

Thesis: 
Direct and  

Clear 

Drop by  
     Drop - 
 
You fill 
Your 
Bucket! 



 

Understand the Theme 
The research topic must connect to the NHD theme. The theme changes each year so students who do NHD every year will not 
repeat a theme. The chosen themes are broad enough to encourage investigation of topics ranging from local history to world his-
tory, and from ancient time to the recent past. To understand the historical importance of the topic students need to ask questions 
about time, place and context, cause and effect, change over time, and impact and significance. Students must consider not only 
when and where events happened, but also why they occurred and what factors contributed to their development. 

Questions to get ideas flowing: 

What or who are you interested in? 

What sports, hobbies or activities do you like? 

What are you really good at? 

What are your favorite subjects in school? 

Were any of your relatives involved in key moments in history?  

What is your town or local region famous for? 

Encourage students to pick a person or event in 
history that isn’t all that well known. For example, 
pick a locally famous person by going to the local 
library or museum and finding out who the 
important people are in the town’s 
history. Students should look in their areas of 
interest, even if they don’t appear to be historic. 
History can be found in science, sports, 
transportation, art, music, film, and fashion—the 
list is endless. History is not all about dead 
presidents and treaties. Students are motivated 
when the research is on something they want to 

know about! 

Taking a Stand in History 
THEME 

AREA OF INTEREST 

BROAD TOPIC 

Narrow 
Point 
Of  

View 

Adapted from p. 54, Ch2 A Guide to Histori 
cal Research through the National History 
Day Program 

Narrowing The Topic 

 The final selection ought to be of interest to the student as they will be spending a lot of time with this topic. 

Students can use a worksheet to explore a broad topic and then narrow down to a topic for their research. 

 Preliminary research is necessary to confirm there is both sufficient and a variety of sources on the topic. 

Breaking Barriers 
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Develop a Thesis Statement 

NHD projects should do more than just tell a story. Every exhibit, performance, documentary, paper and website should make a 
point about its topic. To do this, an argument of the historical impact of the person, event, pattern or idea presented is essential. 
The point made in the argument is called a thesis statement. A thesis statement is not the same as a topic. The thesis 

statement explains what the student believes to be the impact and significance of their topic in history. 

Place the Topic in Historical Context 

Aside from giving specifics on the selected topic, the information presented and the research needs to place the topic in 
historical context. The project has to illuminate why the selected topic is important in history. Judges will evaluate the student’s 

ability to analyze and interpret the resources in developing their project. 

 

The program is only applicable to advanced/gifted students...MYTH! 

Students at various academic levels have used the program with improvement in multiple areas—interest and engagement in 
academics, oral communication and presentation skills, time management, problem-solving, and perseverance, reading 

comprehension, writing, and of course, in Social Studies curriculum. 

 

Only Social Study Teachers use the program...MYTH! 

The program can be used for language art courses as well as social studies. There can also be a benefit when co-teaching 
cross disciplines, lessening the work load of both. Since the project based learning program is very flexible, it adapts to any 
class size, from an entire grade level to one or two individuals. Can be taught within the coursework, as an extra credit project, 

or as an after school club. 

 

Exhibits have to be unique — only the most creative win...MYTH! 

Glitz does not make a project—historical significance and a thesis well supported by research makes up the majority (60%) of 

the judging criteria. See pages 38 and 39 of the Contest Rule Book for the Evaluation Criteria on all categories. 

 

Interviews are essential to winning...MYTH! 

Interviews can add depth and variety to the project but only if done well and if they are key to supporting the thesis.  

Tips 

Myths 
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History Day Project and Skills 
In the Classroom 

Classroom 
Instruction 

Learning 
Outcomes 

Introducing the theme: 

 Exploring personal 
interests 

 Drafting a research 
plan 

 Preliminary 
researching skills 

 Creating an outline 

 Creating the argument 

Introducing research 
methods: 

 Seeing different 
perspectives 

 Primary versus 
secondary resources 

 Assessing resources 

 Reading and/or 
interpreting a photo 

 Corroborating the 
resources 

Introducing presentation: 

 Complying with rules 

 Writing an annotated 
bibliography 

 Prioritizing information 

 Citing credits 

 Presenting the 
research 

 Understand the depth 
of history 

 Refine writing skills 

 Make decisions 

 Differentiate between 
primary and secondary 
sources 

 Contextualize a topic 

 Analyze a historical 
event or person 

 Support the argument 

 Define an argument 

 Manage time 

 Condense and present 
a vast amount of 
information 

 Interpret rules 

 MLA or Chicago style 
citations 

Theme / Topic 

Select a topic and 

create a research plan 

4-6 Weeks 

P
assio

n
 In

 C
o

n
te

xt
 

Event / Impact 

Research, develop thesis, 

and create bibliography 

8-12 Weeks 

B
ig P

ictu
re C

o
n

se
q

u
en

ces 
In

te
re

sti
n

g 
D

et
ai

ls
 

 

Create the final product and 
supporting documentation 

4-6 Weeks 

En
gagin

g 
B

al
an

ce
d

 a
n

d
 C

le
ar

 

Evaluate / Final 
Project 
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Where did you get the information you are 

using? Cite your sources! 
Annotated Bibliography:  

WHAT IS IT? 

Creating an annotated bibliography lets your reader know what sources you used in the creation of your project. First, a bibliography tells the 

reader how many sources you used and the quality and range of sources used in your research. It provides evidence of the many hours 

that you spent doing research in libraries, archives, classrooms, and on the internet. Second, the annotation informs the reader how you used 

your sources and why they were valuable to understanding your topic. An annotated bibliography is crucial to the NHD process because it 

shows judges the scope and depth of your research. 

FORMATTING 

1. Your list should be titled “Annotated Bibliography.” Not "Bibliography," not "Works Cited". Put this title in the top center of your first page. 

2. Divide your Annotated Bibliography into two sections, labeled "Primary Sources" and "Secondary Sources." 

(For more detailed information on annotated bibliographies—go to NHD.org and click on For Students Student Resources.) 

Secondary Sources: 

One step removed from primary sources, though they often quote or 

otherwise use primary sources. They can cover the same topic, but 

add a layer of interpretation and analysis.  

 

Secondary sources can include: 

 Most books about a topic. 

 Analysis or interpretation of data. 

 Scholarly or other articles about a 

topic, especially by people not directly 

involved. 

 Documentaries (though they often 

include photos or video portions that 

can be considered primary sources). 

Primary Sources: 

Immediate, first-hand accounts of a topic, from people who had a 

direct connection with it.  

 

Primary sources can include: 

 Texts of laws and other original 

documents. 

 Newspaper reports, by reporters who 

witnessed an event or who quote people 

who did. 

 Speeches, diaries, letters and interviews 

- what the people involved said or wrote. 

 Datasets, survey data, such as census or 

economic statistics. 

 Photographs, video, or audio that capture an event. 

What is the difference between primary and secondary sources? 

Cite as you go!  

As a NHD historian you have access to NoodleTools,  a web-based program that will 

help you create a polished, accurate annotated bibliography and also keep track in 

“note cards” of the quotes and paraphrases and where you found them in your sources. 
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Nebraska National History Day involves three levels of competition. The first level: district contest; the second 
level: state contest; and the third level; national competition. Students must begin at the first level of 
competition—districts. (Schools may also have their own school contest sending only the top ranking entries 
onto the district contest.) 
 
The top 3 winning entries in each category at the district level move on to compete at the state contest held at 
Nebraska Wesleyan University. (Four entries may be chosen at the discretion of the state office for districts with 
over 200 participants or for categories with very large entry fields.) The first and second place entries in each 
category at the state level qualify to participate at the national level. The national contest is held at the University 
of Maryland in College Park, Maryland (just north of Washington D.C.). Since 1981, over 20,000 students have 
participated in Nebraska National History Day and more than 3,000 have participated at the national contest. 
Over 200 Nebraska students have received national awards. 

Exhibit (Individual or Group) 
 A display of artifacts, photographs, and written material similar to what may be found in a museum exhibit. Projects must 

be based, in part, on primary historical materials. Exhibits may sit on the floor or table, and include digital and audio 
devices. Size limitation, as well as, word count limit is stated in the rule book. 

 

Documentary (Individual or Group) 
 A ten-minute slide/tape, videotape, or digital movie illustrating a historical issue or event. Students may use a variety of 

materials, including historical film footage, archival materials, and interviews with participants and/or experts.  

 

Paper (Individual) 

 A research paper between 1500 and 2500 words that focuses on a topic related to the year’s theme. This category 
requires four copies of the entry to be submitted by the paper submission deadline, which is typically 10-14 days ahead 
of the contest. 

 

Performance (Individual or Group) 

 A ten-minute play or skit with appropriate costuming and props that dramatizes a topic related to the year’s theme. The 
production must be original and written by the student(s). 

 

Website (Individual or Group) 

 Websites will be created using the new NHD website program which will be released on November 1, 2019. Websites are 
judged in a similar fashion to the National History Day paper category, allowing the judges the opportunity to review the 
entry prior to the contest day. The unique code for the student’s website will be entered within the online student 
registration system and the websites will lock on the website deadline, typically 10-14 days ahead of the contest. 

Category Types 

Individual or Group 

Advancement in Competitions 

Grade Level Division 
Competition is divided into two age groups and judged 
separately just as individual versus group entries are judged 
separately: 

Junior Level Grades 6-8 
Senior Level Grades 9-12 

Entries can be created by an individual or a group of 2-5 
individuals. An entry can compete with only 1 member of the group 
present, although all members of the group are required to register 
and pay their fee. No substitutions can be made on behalf of a 
missing member or the members of a group cannot change from 
one level of competition to the next. 
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DISTRICT CONTEST MAP 

Hastings District History Day 
Dr. Rob Babcock, Hastings College 
(402) 461-7415 
rbabcock@hastings.edu 

 
Kearney District History Day 
 Dr. Jim Rohrer, University of Nebraska-Kearney 
 (308) 865-8769 
 rohrerjr@unk.edu  

 
Lincoln District History Day 
 Dr. Preston Shires, Southeast Community College 
 (402) 437-2801 
 pshires@southeast.edu 

 
Northeast District History Day 
 Dr. Paul Muncy, Northeast Community College 
 (402) 844-7373 
 paulm@northeast.edu 
 

Omaha District History Day 
 Dr. Amy Forss, Metropolitan Community College 
  (531) 622-1273 
  aforss@mccneb.edu 

  

Peru District History Day 
 Dr. Jason Phillips, Peru State College 
 (402) 872-2237 
 jphillips@peru.edu 
 

Western District History Day 
 Moni Hourt 
 (308) 665-1138 
 jhourt@bbcwb.net 
 

National History Day: Nebraska State Office 
 Dr. Steve Wills – State Coordinator 
 Shari Sorenson – Event Coordinator 
 History Department, Nebraska Wesleyan University 
 5000 St. Paul Avenue 
 Lincoln, NE 68504-2796 
 (402) 465-2439 or (800) 541-3818 ext. 2439 
 ssorenso@nebrwesleyan.edu 

District and State Contact Information 

Western — Chadron State College (Dawes County) 

Kearney — University of Nebraska-Kearney (Buffalo County) 

Hastings — Hastings College (Adams County) 

Lincoln — Southeast Community College (Lancaster County) 

Peru — Peru State College (Nemaha County) 

Omaha — Metropolitan Community College (Douglas County) 

Northeast — Northeast Community College (Madison County) 
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2020 CONTEST SCHEDULES 
Contest dates may change due to weather or other unforeseen circumstances. Please 

keep in touch with your district for current dates. 

District Northeast 

Contest Date Monday, February 24, 2020 

Registration Opens for Teachers Monday, January 6, 2020 

Registration Opens for Students Monday, January 13, 2020 

Registration Deadline Wednesday, February 12, 2020 
Paper/Website Submission Deadline Wednesday February 12, 2020 
Entry Fee $15 per student 

District Hastings 

Contest Date Wednesday, February 26, 2020 

Registration Opens for Teachers Monday, January 6, 2020 

Registration Opens for Students Monday, January 13, 2020 

Registration Deadline Wednesday, February 12, 2020 

Paper/Website Submission Deadline Monday, February 17, 2020 

Entry Fee $15 per student 

District Lincoln 

Contest Date Wednesday, March 4, 2020 

Registration Opens for Teachers Wednesday, December 11, 2019 

Registration Opens for Students Wednesday, December 18, 2019 

Registration Deadline Wednesday, February 26, 2020 

Paper/Website Submission Deadline Friday, February 28, 2020 

Entry Fee $10 per student 

District Kearney 

Contest Date Wednesday, March 11, 2020 

Registration Opens for Teachers Wednesday, January 15, 2020 

Registration Opens for Students Wednesday, January 22, 2020 

Registration Deadline Monday, February 17, 2020 

Paper/Website Submission Deadline Friday, February 24, 2020 

Entry Fee $15 per student 

District Contests 

Contest Dates 22 



 

 

State Contest 
Saturday, April 18, 2020 

Registration Deadline – Wednesday, March 25, 2020, 11:59 p.m. Central Time 
Website Lockout / Paper and Documentary Submission Deadline – Monday, April 6, 2020, 11:59 p.m. Central Time 

Entry Fee - $12.00 per student due Friday, March 27, 2019 
(No teacher fee) 

District Omaha 

Contest Date Friday, March 6, 2020 

Registration Opens for Teachers Monday, January 6, 2020 

Registration Opens for Students Monday, January 6, 2020 

Registration Deadline Wednesday, February 12, 2020 

Paper/Website Submission Deadline Monday, February 17, 2020 

Entry Fee $15 per student 

District Peru 

Contest Date Friday, February 21, 2020 

Registration Opens for Teachers Wednesday, January 1, 2020 

Registration Opens for Students Wednesday, January 1, 2020 

Registration Deadline Friday,  January 31, 2020 

Paper/Website Submission Deadline Friday, February 7, 2020 

Entry Fee $10 per student 

District Western—TENTATIVE DATES 

Contest Date Friday, March 20, 2020 

Registration Opens for Teachers Monday, February 10, 2020 

Registration Opens for Students Monday, February 17, 2020 

Registration Deadline Wednesday, March 11, 2020 

Paper/Website Submission Deadline Wednesday, March 11, 2020 

Entry Fee $12 per student 

National Contest  
Sunday thru Thursday, June 14-18, 2020 

Deadline for Registration, Paper Submittal and Web Site Lockout 
Tuesday, May 19, 2020, 11:59 p.m. Eastern Time 

Entry Fees: 
$150.00 per student (all group members whether attending or not) 

$60 per teacher (attending teachers only) 
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 Rule 1 | Annual Theme  
 Your entry must relate clearly to the annual theme and explain your topic’s significance in history. 
 
 Rule 2 | Contest Participation  
 You may participate in the research, preparation, and presentation of only one entry each contest year. You may share research 
with up to four other students who are fellow participants in your group entry. You may not create a common pool of research from 
which several entries are developed.  
 
 Rule 3 | Individual or Group Entries  
 A paper, individual exhibit, individual performance, individual website, or individual documentary must be the work of only one 
student. A group exhibit, group performance, group website, or group documentary must be the work of two to five students. All 
students in a group entry must be involved in the research and interpretation of the group’s topic. Once a group project enters a 
competition (regional or affiliate), additional students may not be added or replaced at that or subsequent competitions within a 
contest year.  
 
 Rule 4 | Development Requirements  
 Entries submitted for competition must be original and have been researched and developed in the current contest year. Revising 
or reusing an entry from a previous year—whether it is yours or another student’s—will result in disqualification. The contest year 
begins each June, following the National Contest.  
 
 Rule 5 | Construction of Entry  
 You are responsible for the research, design, and creation of your entry. You may receive help and advice from teachers and 
parents on the mechanical aspects of creating your entry, such as typing your paper and other written materials. You may seek 
guidance from your teachers as you research and analyze your material, but your conclusions must be your own. You may have 
reasonable help preparing your project.  
 
 Examples of reasonable help include:  
 • A teacher instructs you in how to use an editing software program  
 • A parent uses a cutting tool to cut the exhibit board or performance prop that you designed  
 • A teacher offers editing suggestions on your historical paper  
 • A parent assists in sewing costumes that you have designed  
 • A teacher shows you or your group how to build an NHD website  
 • You have photographs commercially developed 
 
NOTE: Objects created by others specifically for use in your entry violate this rule. Examples include a parent editing a 
documentary or an artist drawing the backdrop for your exhibit or performance. You may receive reasonable help in carrying and 
placing props and exhibits.  
 
Rule 6 | Tampering with Another NHD Entry  
You may not tamper with, deface, or alter another student’s or group’s entry. Doing so will result in your project’s disqualification.  
 
Rule 7 | Contest Day Setup  
You are responsible for setting up your own exhibit, equipment, or props at the contest. You may have reasonable help carrying 
them, but setup must be completed by you (and/or your group members).  
 
Rule 8 | Supplying Equipment  
You are responsible for supplying all props and equipment at each level of competition. All entries should be constructed with 
transportation, setup time, size, and weight in mind (e.g., foam board versus solid oak for an exhibit, folding table versus antique 
desk for a performance, etc.). You must provide your own equipment, including computers and software, unless the contest  
coordinator has specified that certain equipment will be provided at the contest venue. Projection screens for documentaries and  

General Rules 
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performances may be provided, if requested. Check with your contest coordinator about available resources at all contest levels. Be 
prepared.  
 
Rule 9 | Discussion with Judges  
You should be prepared to answer judges’ questions about the content and development of your entry and to explain the design, 
research, and creation of your entry. Judges need to know that your entry is the result of your own work. However, you may not 
give a formal, prepared introduction, narration, or conclusion. Let the judges’ questions guide the interview. Ultimately, your entry 
should be able to stand on its own without any additional comments from you.  
 
Rule 10 | Costumes  
You are not permitted to wear costumes that are related to the focus of your entry during judging, except in the performance 
category.  
 
Rule 11 | Prohibited Materials  
Items potentially dangerous in any way—such as weapons, firearms, animals, organisms, plants, etc.—are strictly prohibited. Such 
items will be confiscated by security personnel or contest officials. Replicas of such items that are obviously not real are 
permissible. Contact your teacher and contest coordinator to confirm guidelines before bringing the replica to a contest.  
 
Rule 12 | Title  
Your entry must have a title that is clearly visible on all written materials  
 
REQUIRED WRITTEN MATERIAL FOR ALL CATEGORIES  
 
Rule 13 | Written Material  
Your entry must include the following written material in the order presented below:  

1. A title page as described in Rule 14;  
2. A process paper as described in Rule 15 (process papers are not required for paper entries);  
3. An annotated bibliography as described in Rule 16.  

These materials must be typed or neatly printed on plain white paper, and stapled together in the top left corner. Do not enclose 
them in a cover or binder.  
 
Exhibit, performance and documentary categories – you must provide three copies of these materials, bringing along an extra set 
for your own reference.  
Website category – you must include these required materials within the site.  
Paper category – you must include the title page and annotated bibliography with your paper. 
 
Rule 14 | Title Page  
A title page is required as the first page of written material in every category. Your title page must include only the title of your entry, 
your name(s), the contest division and category in which you are entered, and applicable word counts. Please see Figure 2 for 
examples of required elements for the paper, exhibit, performance, and documentary categories. Details of requirements for a 
website’s home page can be found in Rule E3.  
 
NOTE: The title page must not include any other information (pictures, graphics, borders, school name, or grade) except for that 
described in this rule. Example of title page in official rule book. 
 
Rule 15 | Process Paper  
All categories, except historical paper, must include a process paper with the entry. It must describe in 500 or fewer words how you 
conducted your research and created your entry. The process paper must include four sections that explain:  

1. how you chose your topic;  
2. how you conducted your research;  
3. how you selected your presentation category and created your project;  
4. how your project relates to the NHD theme.  
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Rule 16 | Annotated Bibliography  
An annotated bibliography is required for all categories. List only those sources that contributed to the development of your entry, 
i.e., sources that provided usable information or new perspectives in preparing your entry. Sources of visual and audio materials 
and oral interviews must be included. Bundle photos or other materials from the same collection in a single citation. The annota-
tions for each source must explain how you used the source and how it helped you understand your topic. Your annotated bibliog-
raphy is not included in the word count.  

For example:  
Bates, Daisy. The Long Shadow of Little Rock. New York: David McKay Co. Inc., 1962.  
Daisy Bates was the president of the Arkansas NAACP and the one who met and listened to the students each day. This 
firsthand account was very important to my paper because it made me more aware of the feelings of the people involved.  

 
NOTE: Oral history transcripts, correspondence between you and experts, questionnaires, and other primary or secondary materi-
als used as sources for your entry should be cited in your bibliography but not included as attachments to your bibliography. 
 
Rule 17 | Separation of Primary and Secondary Sources  
You are required to separate your bibliography into two sections: one for primary sources and one for secondary sources.  
NOTE: Some sources may be considered as either primary or secondary. Use your annotations to explain your reasoning for 
classifying any sources that are not clearly primary or secondary. Listing a source under both primary and secondary is inappro-
priate.  
 
Rule 18 | Style Guides  
Style for citations and bibliographic references must follow the principles in a recent edition of one of the following style guides.  

1. Kate L. Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses and Dissertations: Chicago Style for Students and 
Researchers  
2. Joseph Gibaldi, MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers  

Regardless of which manual you use, the style must be consistent throughout all written material.  
 
Rule 19 | Plagiarism  
You must acknowledge in your annotated bibliography all sources used in your entry. Failure to credit sources is plagiarism and 
will result in disqualification.  
 
CONTEST PARTICIPATION  
 
Rule 20 | Entry Procedure  
At each contest level you must register online or by submitting paper entry forms (check with your contest coordinator for the re-
quired format), meet specific deadlines, and follow any procedures established by that contest’s coordinator. You are responsible 
for knowing and meeting the deadlines.  
 
Rule 21 | Entries to National Contest  
Each affiliate is limited to two entries per contest category in the National Contest. Ties at affiliate contests must be resolved at 
the affiliate level.  
 
Rule 22 | National Contest Attendance  
Individual students and groups must be present for an entry to be judged at the National Contest. All members of a group entry 
must register for the National Contest.  
 
The full rule book is available as a .pdf on the website nhd.org. 
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The Durham Museum, housed in Omaha’s 
former Union Station, is home to both permanent and 
traveling exhibitions showcasing regional history and 
much more. Omaha’s Union Station was open from 1931 
to 1971, later becoming a museum in 1975. Most recently, 
the building was named one of the country’s newest 
National Historic Landmarks. The Durham Museum is 
affiliated with the Smithsonian Institute and has strong 
ties with the Library of Congress, National Archives, and 
the Field Museum. For more information please visit the 
museum’s website at DurhamMuseum.org.  
 
Hours of Operation: 
Tuesday 10AM-8PM 
Wednesday-Saturday 10AM-5PM 
Sunday 1PM-5PM 
(Closed Mondays) 
 
Admission: 
$7 Ages 3-12, $8 Seniors, $11 Adults 
Free for members and children under age 2 
 
Location:  
801 S. 10th St. Omaha, NE 
 
Contact:  
Abby Jung at 402-444-5027 or  
ajung@durhammuseum.org 

NEBRASKA MUSEUMS 
OFFER THEIR RESOURCES AND INVITE YOU TO VISIT 

The Strategic Air Com-
mand (SAC) was estab-
lished in 1946 as a major 
combat command for the 
United States Air Force. In 
1953, President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower assigned the US 
nuclear deterrence program 
to SAC. For the duration of 
the Cold War, SAC became 

the base of operations for monitoring Soviet activity and 
the US strategic response. SAC officially stood down from 
this operation in 1992 as the Cold War officially ended. Gen-
eral Colin Powell attended the closing ceremony, comment-
ing, “You never let us down. You were always prepared. 
You did your job well.”  

  
The museum’s history goes back to 1959 when SAC 

Commander General Thomas Power issued an order to cre-
ate and to preserve SAC history and an aircraft at Offutt 
Air Force Base in Bellevue, Nebraska. In 1996, exactly 50 
years after the creation of SAC, officials broke ground on a 
new 300,000 square foot facility near Ashland, Nebraska.  

  
 Since 1958, we have become the authoritative mu-
seum for the region not only on Strategic Air Command and 
Aerospace (SAC) history, but for the Cold War as a whole. In 
addition to our exhibits, we are one of three aviation muse-
ums with our own restoration hangars. We also feature vast 
archives, and an on-site research library. The Strategic Air 
Command and Aerospace Museum has unique artifacts 
that will help you create a top-level project. Please call 
ahead to check on staff/library availability. You may reach 
Brian York, the museum’s curator (402) 944-3100 ext 206, 
or at curator@sacmuseum.org.  
  
Hours of Operation: 
9AM-5PM 7-days a week 
Closed New Years Day, Easter, Thanksgiving, Christmas 
  
Admission: 
$6 Ages 4-12, $11 Seniors/Military, $12 Adults 
  
Location:  
The Strategic Air Command and Aerospace Museum is lo-
cated between Lincoln and Omaha, at Interstate 80 exit 
426. (28210 West Park Hwy, Ashland, NE) 
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Grand Island, Nebraska’s, Stuhr Museum Edgar and 
Frances Reynolds Research Library and Archives, is a 
great place to explore this year’s theme Taking a 
Stand in History for all levels of researchers.  
 
The Department’s collection contains materials relating 
to the history of Hall County and Central Nebraska 
from the 1840s until 1930. A partial list of resources 
include: 

Books – period and contemporary 
Federal and State Records 
Hall County newspapers on microfilm 
City directories and telephone books 
Maps, atlases, and plat books 
Photographs, postcards, scrapbooks, and 
albums 
Oral history tapes and transcripts 
Research files for Hall County families and 
businesses 
Cemetery records and plot maps 
Genealogical information for Hall County 

 
Hours of Operation:  
Monday-Friday 9AM-5PM 
By appointment only 
Please contact the curator at least 24 hours in advance 
to be sure a staff member is available. 
 
Admission  
September 3-May 1: $4 Students, $5 Seniors, $6 Adults 
Some research fees may apply 
 
Location:  
3133 W US Hwy 34 
Grand Island, NE 
 
Contact: 
Kari Stofer 
308-385-5316 x 241 
kstofer@stuhrmuseum.org 

The Mari Sandoz High Plains Heritage Center celebrates 
the life and literature of author Mari Sandoz. The Center 
also looks at the cultural, history, and ecology of the High 
Plains. 
  
The C.F. Coffee Gallery, located on the lower level of the 
High Plains Center’s Chicoine Atrium, exclusively 
examines the origin and development of the cattle 
industry in the High Plains region of Western Nebraska, 
Western South Dakota and Eastern Wyoming. While 
many museums focus on local ranching history and 
culture, the C.F. Coffee Gallery approaches the ranching 
industry from a regional perspective, showcasing 
interpretative exhibits and archives that extend cultural, 
literary and historical knowledge of the regional cattle 
ranching industry by the people who shaped it.  
  
Archives are available for students and teachers to 
examine. The collections held at the Center reflect the 
culture and history of the myriad, diverse people who 
have encountered this region and the ecology of the 
High Plains. Funding is available on a first-come, first-
serve basis for researchers who use the Center’s archives. 
Additional information about funding, please contact 
the Center. 
 
Tours are also available. Archives and Collections open 
by appointment during regular hours 
  
Hours of Operation:  
Monday-Friday 8AM-Noon, 1PM-4PM 
Saturday 9AM-Noon, 1PM-4PM 
(Closed Sundays and for College holidays) 
  
Admission  
Free 
  
Location:  
Mari Sandoz High Plains Heritage Center 
Chadron State College  
1000 Main Street 
Chadron NE 69337 
308-432-6401 (phone) 
www.sandozcenter.com 
 
 

Mari Sandoz 

High Plains Heritage Center 

Carmen and John Gottschalk -  

Mari Sandoz Gallery And 

C.F. Coffee Gallery 
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Homestead National Monument of America is a 
National Park Service site commemorating the 1862 
Homestead Act. During the 123 years that the law was 
in effect, the Homestead Act greatly influenced the 
immigration and migration of people, the 
mechanization of agriculture, social and demographic 
change and American Indian ways of life. 
At Homestead this history is presented through 
interpretive displays, historic buildings, films, archives, 
the natural landscape which includes a prairie and 
woodland, and access to homestead case files which 
contain the documents that were needed by the 
Homesteaders to prove-up on their claims. Subject 
matter experts at the monument are ready to assist 
with all of your Homestead related questions. 
 
Contact Info: 
Johnathan Fairchild, Park Historian 
Johnathan_fairchild@nps.gov 
 
Hours of Operation:  
Sunday-Friday 8:30AM-6PM 
Saturday 9:00AM-6PM 
 
Admission  
Free 
 
Location:  
8523 West State Hwy 4, Beatrice, NE 

Homestead National Monument of 
America the Beautiful Quarters Program 

 ... should not the legislation of the  
country be so changed as to prevent for the future 
the evils of land monopoly, by setting apart the vast 
and unoccupied Territories of the Union, and 
consecrating them forever in free homes for free 
men? 

Galusha Grow,  

Homestead National 

Monument of America 
A cornerstone of 
North America’s fur 
trade heritage, the 
Museum of the Fur 
Trade allows visitors 
to explore the life and 
times of the traders 
and trappers who 
helped to open a con-
tinent, and the Indi-
ans with whom they 
traded. The museum 
is located on the site of an original trading post built in 
1837 by the American Fur Company and Operated 
until 1876.  

Visitors to the museum can see the history of the first 
business in North America—the fur trade; including the 
entire range of goods traded to the Indians, such as 
textiles, costumes, beads, paints, kettles, knives, and 
silver. The museum also has the largest and most com-
plete collection of Northwest guns made for the Indian 
trade from 1670 to 1900. 

One of the museum’s five gallery spaces is an outside 
exhibit where a reproduction of the Bordeaux Trading 
Post, built on its original footings, can be seen. Also in 
the outside space is an Indian heirloom garden featur-
ing varieties of corn, squash, and bean used by North-
ern Plains Indians. Other exhibit pieces include a trade 
house and Indian tipi. 

Hours of Operation:  
May 1- October 31  
Sunday-Saturday 8:00AM-5:00pm 
Off-season — By appointment 
 
Admission: 
$5 for Adults, Free for age 18 and under 
 
Location:  
3 miles East of Chadron 
6321 Hwy 20 
Chadron NE 69337 
 
Contact: 
308-432-3843 
museum@furtrade.org 
facebook.com/museumofthefurtrade 
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Hastings Museum is the largest municipal 
museum between Chicago and Denver. It 
features a super screen 3D Theatre; a full dome 
Planetarium; and dozens of exhibits that feature 
animal species set in their natural habitats. The 
Museum chronicles the history of the early 
inhabitants of the Nebraska plains, from paleo-
Indians to euro-Americans, and provides a look 
back at the creatures that used to roam this area 
and swim in the Cretaceous Sea. Visitors also will 
discover how Kool-Aid, the famous soft drink 
invented in Hastings, Neb., came to be such a 
success.  The Museum's newest permanent exhibit, 
the Nature Nook, highlights conservation of 
Nebraska's natural habitats, including prairies, 
wetlands, and rivers, as well as agricultural 
settings and urban environments.  Hastings 
Museum is among only 5% of museums in the 
country accredited by the American Alliance of 
Museums. For more information and events, see 
HastingsMuseum.org.  
 
Hours of Operation:  
Tuesday-Thursday 9am-5pm 
Friday-Saturday 9AM-8PM 
Sunday Noon-6pm 
(Closed Mondays) 
 
Admission:  
$6 Child, $7 Senior, $8 Adult 
 
Location:  
402.461.2399 
1330 N. Burlington Ave., Hastings, NE 68901 
museum@hastingsmuseum.org 
 
Contact: 
Teresa Kreutzer-Hodson, 
collections@hastingsmuseum.org 

History NEBRASKA 

The Library / Archives at History Nebraska safeguards the 
documentary heritage of Nebraska so that it can be used by all 
researchers. Here is a brief description of some of the resources in 
our collection. 

 
Library: The History Nebraska Library holds approximately 
80,000 volumes; 3000 maps and atlases; and 3500 newspaper 
titles. Strengths of the collection include Nebraska and Great 
Plains history and archeology; Nebraska authors; county and 
local history; genealogical material; and state government 
publications.  
 
Photographs: Numbering over 500,000 images, the History 
Nebraska photographic holdings represent nearly every aspect 
of Nebraska and Great Plains life from the late 1800s to the 
present. While countless people, places, and subjects are 
captured in these images, the collections are particularly rich in 
portraits, and images of town scenes, buildings, and Native 
American and prairie life. Start your search at: https://
nebraskahistory.pastperfectonline.com/ 
 
Government Records: Public records document the transaction 
of business within the government and between the 
government and the public. History Nebraska has federal, state, 
county, municipal and special district records documenting 
government activities. Start your government records research 
at: https://history.nebraska.gov/collections/government-records. 
 
Manuscripts: Over 2500 separate manuscript collections 
document the history of businesses, organizations, associations, 
churches, private educational institutions, and the personal 
papers of individuals and families. 
 
Audio-Visual Collections: Dating back to 1898, over 2500 sound 
recordings are held by History Nebraska. Included are 
recordings of Native American music, oral histories, political 
speeches/debates, lectures, and radio programs. 6.5 million feet 
of moving images, dating back to 1900, include film of 
agricultural and ranching activities; town scenes; domestic life; 
Native Americans; aviation; railroads; businesses; and many 
other events and activities. 
 
Hours of Operation:  
Monday – Friday 10AM-5:30PM 
Saturday 1:00-5:30pm 
(Administrative Building 8am-5pm Monday thru Friday 
And 10-4 Saturday) 
(Closed Sundays) 
 
Location:  
131 Centennial Mall North, Lincoln, NE 68508 
https://history.nebraska.gov 
402.471.4782 
 
Admission Free 
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The Saunders County Historical Society and Museum in 
Wahoo, Nebraska has been operating since 1963. Its 
mission is "to collect and preserve objects (artifacts) 
and information which illustrate the history of Saunders 
County, Nebraska and its people. These objects and 
information will be used to educate persons about the 
social, economic, cultural and political history of 
Saunders County." We invite students to utilize our 
resources in their research.  We invite teachers to set-
up field trips to explore local history. 
 
Contact Info: 
Erin Hauser 
(402) 443-3090 
 
Hours of Operation:  
Sunday-Monday: Closed 
Tuesday-Saturday: 10 am - 4 pm 
 
Admission  
Free 
 
Location:  
240 N Walnut Street 
Wahoo, NE 68066 
 
 

Saunders County 

Historical Society 

and Museum 
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Historical Services, Sites, and Museums in Nebraska 
*There are many more for students to find and do research with. 

Knight Museum and Sandhills Center  
908 Yellowstone, Alliance, NE 69301 
museum@cityofalliance.net 
308-762-2384 
 
The Great Platte River Archway Monument  
I-80 Exit 272  
3060 East 1st Street, Kearney, NE 68847  
sloeffler@archway.org 
www.archway.org 
308-237-1000     
 
Nebraska Firefighters Museum & Education Center 
2434 E First St., Kearney, NE 68847 
mail@nebraskafirefightersmuseum.org 
www.nebraskafirefightersmuseum.org  
308-338-3473  
 
Nebraska Jewish Historical Society 
333 S 132nd St., Omaha, NE 68154 
njhs@jewishomaha.org  
www.nebraskajhs.com/hen.php 
402-334-6442  
 
University Archives University of Nebraska - Omaha 
Omaha, NE 68182  
http://library.unomaha.edu/research/archives.php  
402-554-2362  
 
Great Plains Welsh Heritage Project  
307 S 7th St. , Wymore, NE 68466  
www.WelshHeritageProject.org 
402-421-8192  
 
Old West Trails Center  
301 Main, Odell, NE 68145  
trailscenter@doidecom.net  
www.visitodell.org 
402-766-3700  
 
Little House Museum, Inc.  
908 Hartford St., Stratton, NE 69043  
308-276-2360 
 
The Museum of Major League Baseball 
 619 Howard Ave. , St. Paul, NE 68873 
stpaulcham@qwestoffice.net 
308-754-5558  
 
Hudson-Meng Education and Research Center 
1811 Meng Dr, Crawford, NE 69337 
308-432-0392 

Rock Creek Station State Historical Park 
Fairbury, NE 68352  
ngpc.rock.creek.station@nebraska.gov 
www.outdoornebraska.gov 
402-729-5777  
 
Fort Kearny State Historical Park 
1020 V Rd. , Kearney, NE 68847 
ngpc.fort.kearny@nebraska.gov 
308-865-5305  
 
Plains Historical Society and Museum 
 816 E 3rd., Kimball, NE 69145  
308-235-2001 
 
Creighton Historical Center, Inc.  
716 Main St., Creighton, NE 68729  
http://knoxne.us/chc/ 
402-358-3377  
 
Chimney Rock National Historic Site  
9822 Rd 75 , Bayard, NE 69334-0680 
www.nebraskahistory.org/sites/rock  
308-586-2581 
 
Peru Historical Foundation  
Peru, NE  
402-872-5865 
 
Nebraska Prairie Museum 
2701 Burlington St., Holdrege, NE 68949-0164  
prairie995@gmail.com 
http://www.nebraskaprairie.org/ 
308-995-5015  
 
Oregon Trail Museum Association  
190276 Old Oregon Trail, Gering, NE 69341-0027 
http://www.nps.gov/scbl/historyculture/visitcenter.htm  
308-436-9700  
 
Agate Fossil Beds National Monument 
301 River Road, Harrison, NE 69346 
308-436-9760 
 
Dawes County Historical Museum 
341 Country Club Road, Chadron, NE 69337 
308-432-4999 
 
Legacy of the Plains Museum 
2930 Old Oregon Trail, Gering, NE 69341 
info@levacyoftheplains.org 
308-436-1989 
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On our Facebook page: 

 You can share photos 

 See photos and information we share 

 Keep up to date on events and workshops 

 

Teachers: Tell students AND parents about this great tool. It can be so handy for them to know the 
information from the source! Feel free to email us through Facebook or sorenso@nebrweslyan.edu. 

FIND US AT NebraskaNHD 

Do you like Nebraska NHD?  

If so.. make it official and  

us on FACEBOOK! 

Father Flanagan’s Boys’ Home Hall of History 
14057 Flanagan Blvd., Boys Town, NE 68010 
thomas.lynch@boystown.org 
www.boystown.org 
402-498-1186  
 
Landmarks Heritage Preservation Commission 
1819 Farnam St. Ste. 1110, Omaha, NE 68183 
www.cityofomaha.org 
402-444-5150  
 
Mexican American Historical Society of the Midlands 
4913 S. 25th St., Omaha NE 68107  
info@mahsmidlands.org 
www.mahsmidlands.org  
402-651-0442  
 
Genoa U.S. Indian School Foundation, Inc. 
209 E Webster St., Genoa NE 68640 
sjs3@frontiernet.net 
402-993-6636  
 
Pioneer Trails Museum 
US Hwy 26 and 365, Bridgeport NE 69336  
pioneertrailsmuseum@hotmail.com 
308-262-1117  
 

Fort Atkinson State Historical Park 
 2015 7th St., Fort Calhoun, NE 68023-0240 
ngpc.fort.atkinson@nebraska.gov 
www.outdoornebraska.org 
402-468-5611 
 
Fort Robinson Museum—NSHS 
3200 W Hwy 20, Crawford, NE 69339 
308-665-2919 
 
Crawford Historical Society and Museum 
341 Second Street, Crawford, NE 69339 
Crawfordmuseum.org 
308-665-1732 
 

International Quilt Study Center and Museum 
1523 N 33rd St, Lincoln, NE 68503 
http://www.quiltstudy.org/ 
402-472-6549  
 
Trailside Museum of Natural History 
Fort Robinson State Park 
Crawford, NE 69339 
trailside.unl.edu 
308-665-2929 
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Frequently Asked Questions 
 
 
 
When are paper and website entries due? 

 
Paper and website entries are due before the contest because judges will review the work before contest day. 
The due date is in correlation to the contest date – the submission dates for historical papers and lockout dates 
for websites are in this packet and on the Nebraska website (NebraskaNHD.org) 
 

When and where do I register? 
 

Registration for district and state contests occur online. The links can be accessed through the Nebraska site 
(NebraskaNHD.org) and on the national website (NHD.org). The opening and closing dates of registration are 
listed on the Nebraska website and in the packet on pages 22 and 23. 
  

When do I know the time and room/building for judging? 
 

Release of district contest schedules will vary by district. Please check with the district coordinator. 
 
Scheduling for the state contest will be posted (downloadable pdf) on the Nebraska website 2-3 days before the 
contest; however, schedule changes can occur therefore it is important to register and check the interview time 
the morning of the contest. Students should plan on arriving on campus during the registration hour and stay for 
the day. 
 

Who does the judging? 
 
Entries will be judged by a team of 2-3 judges who are educators, historians, and experts in their field. The judges 
will review the student’s work and ask questions during the scheduled 10-15 minute presentation time. Feedback 
from the judges will be in form of a written evaluation sheet. District contests typically give the evaluation sheets to 
the teachers at the end of the awards ceremony; however, this will vary by contest. The state contest will mail (or 
email) student evaluations to the teacher within ten days of the completed contest.  
 

Is an exhibit evaluated the same as a documentary? How do I know what the judge is looking for? 
 

 Judges use the same evaluation form at every level—district, state, and national level. The evaluation form varies 
slightly from category to category. However, the majority of the evaluation remains the same: 60% based on 
historical quality and 20% based on relation to theme. Clarity of presentation (20%) and rule compliance will vary 
to reflect the particulars of that category. Examples of the judge evaluation sheet are available at https://
www.nebraskanhd.org/abouthistoryday. 
 

My social studies teacher does not participate in the program or I am homeschooled, can I still compete?  
 

Yes, a student is required to have an adult sponsor however it can be a parent, mentor, or a teacher in any 
subject area. 
 

Do students need to use a particular website program for entries in the website category? 
 

Yes, students must use the NHD website program. This new program will be released on November 1, 2019. 
Look for information on both the state and national website. 
 

Can students use work from other classroom projects or improve upon an entry from last year? 
 

The project must originate in the current academic year. Projects started in May of 2019 cannot be used; 
however, a project in the fall of 2019 (originating in a writing class, for example) can be used as a basis for a 2020 
National History Day project.  
 

I homeschool, do my children enter at any level of contest? 
 
 All students must compete at the district level and then rank in the top three (or four) places in order to advance to 

the state contest. 
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Frequently Asked Questions (continued) 
 
 
 
 
When will I know that I have advanced to the next level? 
  
 All districts hold an awards ceremony at the end of their contest. Information for the state contest will be 

distributed at that time (and posted on NebraskaNHD.org). The state contest awards ceremony will be held at 
approximately 4:00pm the day of the contest with a national qualifier’s meeting immediately following. State 
winners will also be posted on the NebraskaNHD.org website within a few days of the contest. 
 

 
Does the program provide any funding for travel? 
 
 No, students must cover their own costs for travel, shipping, and supplies to district, state or national contests. (In 

some cases, schools or community organizations assist—check with your school). Currently through grants there 
is a stipend of approximately $110 provided to national qualifying students after they attend the national contest. 
Payments are sent out at the end of June. 

 
Are contest fees refunded if a student does not attend? 
 
 No. Fees are kept at the lowest cost possible so the process of refunding a fee is not cost effective. All members 

of a group entry are required to pay the registration fee even if they are not attending the day of the contest. 
 
 
Can I attend a contest without competing? 
 

Teachers and students are always welcome to attend the state contest to view entries, observe the interview 
process and see the excitement! Prior to attending a district contest, please contact the district coordinator so they 
can accommodate your needs. 
 

Are parents, friends and family welcome to attend? 
 
 Yes! 
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Do you wish to speak with an experienced teacher? 
 
Please contact the state event coordinator for general questions and if you wish to be mentored by a teacher with Nebraska 
National History Day experience: 

 
Shari Sorenson ssorenso@nebrwesleyan.edu  402.465.2439 

The Nebraska National History Day website will  

 give District and State Contest information 

 give district and state registration information  (National contest information will not be here) 

 list State and National contest winners for Nebraska 

 post State Contest Schedule in April 
 
Follow the Twitter Account: @Nebraska NHD  
and Facebook: nhd.nebraska 

https://nhd.org 

 

An abundance of resources for students and teachers are provided by National History Day website. 
 examples of previous student entries  
 electronic downloadable versions of the full theme book and rule book 
 resources for students to begin their research 
 educational news related to NHD  
 more specific information about using the NHD program in the classroom, including sample classroom handouts for topic 

selection and grading rubrics.  
 
Online registration for district, state, and national contests can be accessed through this website. 
 
Follow the Twitter Account: @NationalHistory  
and Facebook: National History Day Nebraska 

Where can you go for additional information? 

NebraskaNHD.org 
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Nebraska National History Day (NE:NHD) is a non-profit education program based in Lincoln, NE. Established in 1981, NE:NHD 

offers academic programs that engage middle- and high-school students throughout Nebraska annually in conducting original 

research on historical topics of interest. These research-based projects are entered into contests at the local level, where the 

top student entries have the opportunity to advance to the State Contest at Nebraska Wesleyan University in Lincoln. Top 

ranking state contest projects have the opportunity to advance to the National Contest held at University of Maryland at 

College Park. National History Day seeks to improve the quality of history education by providing professional development 

opportunities and curriculum materials for educators. NE:NHD is sponsored in part by Nebraska Wesleyan University, 

Humanities Nebraska, Dillon Foundation, NEBRASKALand Foundation, Nebraska Press Association Foundation, and the History 

Nebraska. The following institutions sponsor district contests and distribute curriculum materials: Chadron State College, 

Hastings College, Metropolitan Community College, Northeast Community College, Peru State College, Southeast Community 

College, and University of Nebraska-Kearney. For more information, visit nhd.org and NebraskaNHD.org. 

...it’s not just a day or a contest... 

      It ’ s  an experience .  

We invite your participation in 

Nebraska National History Day 

5000 St Paul Ave 
Lincoln NE 68504 


