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For the theme “Breaking Barriers,” we decided to go with the Mercury 13 women,
focusing on Wally Funk and Rhea Wholtman. We knew the subject fit the theme
because they were fighting barriers against sexism and what others felt they should do
with their lives.

Wally Funk was the youngest of the Mercury 13 women. She convinced Randy
Lovelace, the man who created the testing program, that she was old enough to be
involved by reminding him that she’d already broken barriers and became first women
flight instructor for a military base. Wally, Rhea, and Jerri Cobb took the test in a
sensory deprivation tank that would see if they could mentally last in space. Wally set a
record and beat John Glenn’s performance. However, after excelling at the 90 tests that
the men took, NASA banned women from the program. The women may not have
broken the barrier of space flight for women, but they inspired the women who did.

At first, we decided we’d do a documentary, but we both love acting so we picked
a play. We also thought we could show the passion these women felt. We liked writing
a script based on their story but using our own actions and ideas. We wanted to portray
Wally and Rhea and how they influenced America. The best part of doing a
performance is that we are the writers and the directors. If we want to change a script,
we can. We can transform it into something extraordinary and still tell a historically
accurate story.

Our research was from both primary and secondary sources, including books,
websites, letters, and documentaries. Hopefully in the future, we can get to interview
Wally Funk. The books we used were either timelines of space exploration, biographies
about some of the pilots, articles written about the program, or background information
on the women.

We began the process of creating our performance by researching to understand
who the Mercury 13 Women were. We watched documentaries, both primary and
secondary. We read dozens of books and articles. Then we wrote a rough script and
edited it until we made it fit to our standards. The week before districts our school
closed. We taped our performance live, because there weren’t any stay-at-home orders
yet. Then the virus came closer; we stayed home. Every night we practiced with our
teacher on face-time. We realized we couldn’t move around much, nor did we have all
our props and makeup, but we made it work. We first taped a face-book performance,
but it was not great quality, so we set up a zoom meeting. We figured out how to put
ourselves face to face in the screen. We could see and react to each other and be
emotionally together. Then we recorded the screen. At the end of our favorite take, the
computer glitched, but sickness prevented re-taping. However, we weren’t unhappy with
the results. we feel we conquered many barriers to do our project on breaking barriers
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