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Process Paper: 

The Hoover Dam is one of the largest engineering projects ever 

undertaken in the United States.  It was designed at a time when a 

slide-ruler was the most advanced engineering tool, and was built from 

1931-1936, on the Arizona-Nevada border.   Some of the physical barriers 

that had to be overcome were taming the Colorado River, mixing and laying 

4.3 million cubic yards of concrete, and remaining alive with brutal  work 

conditions. 

When I first heard about the theme, I was kind of nervous 

because I wasn’t sure what to research.  I brought it up to my family at 

supper and my brother and sister-in-law suggested the Hoover Dam. I was 

kind of confused so I had them explain. After that I fell in love with the idea, 

and that night I read my first article.  

 When doing my research I started with the articles I could find online 

including some of the school subscriptions. After that my parents decided 

that we should go to the Hoover Dam because my dad has always wanted 

to see it too. Over Christmas break, we flew to the dam and really got a 

grasp of how big it is and all the barriers that had to be overcome to build it. 



 

The next day I went to the Hoover Dam Museum (in Boulder City, Nev.) 

and got to  look around there.  I had called the director of the Museum 

ahead of time to plan my visit.  She  let me into the archives part of the 

museum and just set me loose!  I spent hours there, reading and making 

copies. 

I knew from the beginning that I wanted to do a documentary.  I did 

an exhibit last year and I accomplished so much with that, so I wanted to 

try something new and I thought I'd documentary would be perfect.  

After I finished all my research, I organized my research into an 

outline, and then I typed out my speech, so I had something to go off of 

when I needed to record my audio.  After taping my audio, I started adding 

my photos.  After all my photos were in, I added video, and then cropped it 

to the clips that I felt would add the most.  Once all my photos and videos 

were in I found some good music for my documentary. Lastly, I added my 

title and credit pages.  I would guess that I have 20-25 hours into producing 

the documentary. 

 This topic is important to history in many impactful ways, including 

giving men jobs during the Great Depression and making the Colorado 

River more useful. My topic also relates to the theme breaking barriers in 



 

history because many barriers had to be broken for the Hoover Dam to be 

built.  In addition to learning about the Hoover Dam, learning how to make 

a documentary was a great experience too. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Annotated Bibliography: 

 

Secondary: 
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be built before construction of the Dam began. 

 

"El Centro CA Agriculture, Farming In Imperial Valley - Town Square Publications". 
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Hoover Dam.  

 

2019. Press.Umich.Edu. Accessed October 15 2019. 

https://www.press.umich.edu/pdf/9780472035007-unit2.pdf. 

In particular, this leveled reader explained what would happen if the dam ever 

broke.  It also highlighted some of the extraordinary feats  it took to to build the 

dam. 
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This site was extremely helpful when I was picking out photos for my 

documentary.  
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documentary. 
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This source was an extremely helpful visual aid and was an amazing quality for 
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Lavender, Paige. 2015. "Incredible Photos Tell The Story Of The Hoover Dam". 

Huffpost.Com. https://www.huffpost.com/entry/hoover-dam-photos_n_7745916. 
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(November 4, 1933): 15–16.“Report on Hoover Dam Project and Present Status.” By a 

Committee Appointed by the Associated General Contractors of America and the 

American Engineering Council, December 1931. 

This source helped me understand how and why six companies combined to form 

one company. 

 

Wilson, T.C. “Eyewitness Describes Colorado River During High Water Stage.” Las 

Vegas Age, March 11, 1932. 

This newspaper article helps me understand how vicious the river could 

be, even during the building of the Hoover dam. 

 

 

Young, Walter. “Significance of Boulder Canyon Project.” Civil Engineering5 (May 1935). 
This Primary source helped me learn the significance of the Hoover Dam in 

controlling the Colorado River. It also helped me to see how big of a menace the 

Colorado River was. 
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